Longdon Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of the Highways and Open Space Committee held at
7.00pm on Monday 3rd July 2017 at WI Hall, Longdon.
Parish Councillors; H Meere, E Stevens, P Couchman, K Taylor
Other Committee Members: Will Rose
Apologies;
C Kemp, A Fullwood, J Watkins
Clerk;
H Goodreid
In Attendance;
Cllr G Duckett
Public;
None

Min No.
61
61.1

Item
Apologies for Absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Watkins, Fullwood and Kemp

Action

62
62.1

Declarations of Interest
None were declared.

63
63.1

Chairman to close meeting for public session
No members of public were in attendance

64
64.1

Minutes from the Meeting held 22nd May 2017
These were agreed and accepted with the amendment by hand of the
word ‘re-setting’ to ‘clearing’ and the word ‘got’ to ‘at’ in para 59.1
Proposed: Cllr Taylor; Seconded: Cllr Couchman

65
65.1

Matters Arising on the Minutes
41.7: SCC had been asked to provide a quote for installing gateway signs
and installing and providing Longdon Green Village sign.
43: Footpath 72 – the path r/o Swan with Two Necks was in need of
cutting back, as was the hedge. The stile was still in need of repair. It was
agreed to write to the landowner to again request that this be done.
Should the work not be done, the parish council would undertake the work
and invoice the landowner. Cllr Duckett agreed to approach the Swan with
Two Necks and a local gardener to quote for the strimming of the footpath
as it passes alongside the car park of the pub.

Clerk and Cllr
Duckett to
action

Clerk and Cllr
Duckett to
action

43.6: Clerk has spoken with Gareth Hare at LDC re the protected tree at
Berkeley Way – Mr Hare had no concerns about the tarmac and offered
advice on the TPO restriction on the tree re impending tree works.
53.2: Cllr Watkins to further advise on the cutting back of the hedge. It
was also requested that the hedge / crass on the A51 between Borough
Lane and High Street be cut back and the mowing contractor was unable
to do this work. Quotes to be obtained. Clerk to see if template letters are
available from SCC which we could send to landowners re their
responsibilities for upkeep of footpaths and stiles.
55: Clerk reported on the insurance obligations re individuals working on
behalf of the council and the responsibility of the parish council re bridge
over the ford.
Clerk to write the appropriate risk assessment for
individuals working on behalf of the parish council. Clerk to write to LDC
to confirm responsibility of the hand rail on the bridge over the ford.
57.1: Will had provided clerk with details of the ditch for clearing and
Clerk to pass to the SCC.
Signed…………………………………….
Date:……………………………………..
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Clerk to action

Clerk to action

59.1: Footpath grant application. Cllr Meere reported that the ownership
of Church Hollow was unclear and so the application would be put on hold
till next year. There was further discussion re the weeds in the church car
park and the need for them to be treated. This was to go on the agenda
for full council along with the discussion around the condition of the
ground surface.
66
66.1

Transfer of Land
Cllr Meere reported that she was awaiting costings from a local solicitor re
the transfer of land at Gentleshaw.

67
67.1

Flower tubs around the Parish
Longdon Green residents have requested flower tubs. It was agreed to
speak with Cllr Fullwood to ascertain number of tubs required and local
residents who would be willing to look after them. Clerk was then given
the authority to buy the tubs and compost.
Proposed: Cllr Taylor; Seconded: Cllr Meere
It was resolved that clerk would buy the planters and compost on
Cllr Fulwood’s instruction.

68
68.1

Update on current projects
Flower Tubs
There was the need to replace some of the damaged and rotting flower
tubs around the parish. Clerk and Cllr Fulwood to address this at the
same time as the tubs in item 67.1.

68.2

Tree Works
Two quotes had been received for the agreed tree works in Berkeley Way
and in Church Hollow – one for £1,900 and one for £900. Cllr Taylor
requested that an additional quote be sought before a decision was made.
Cllr Taylor to provide details of third contractor to clerk.

69
69.1

Project Development
The following future and ongoing projects were considered by the
committee:
• Clearing the footpath across the Glebe
• Gateway signs to the entrance to the parish on the A51
• Completing the metal finger posts
• Condition of the footways along the A51 – to be addressed with
SCC
• Cork on the notice boards where there is none

70
70.1

Update on footpaths and bridleways
Footpath 72 – addressed earlier in the meeting
Footpath 33 – stile at Hill Top – the footplate is loose and would be
replaced on 12 July by Mr Pinson in the agreed programme of work.
Footpath 36 – Glebe field had been mown and the hay taken away but
more cutting back needed to take place in order to make the footpath fully
passable.
Footpath 46 – works to the path to Giddywell will be undertaken on 12
July by Mr Pinson in the agreed programme of work.
Footpath 54 – this has now been waymarked
Footpath 30 –repairs have taken place to the top gate at the churchyard
on the path to Hill Top.
Footpath 73 - the path was overgrown by the stream and needed clearing.
This would be done on the 12 July by Mr Pinson in the agreed programme
of works.
Footpath 53/52/54 – a new gate was needed on 52 and undergrowth
needed cutting back to allow for free movement of walkers. It was agreed

Signed…………………………………….
Date:……………………………………..
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Clerk to put on
agenda for
next meeting

that the Clerk write to the landowner again to cut back the undergrowth.
71
71.1

Correspondence
All correspondence received had been related to ongoing matters.

72
72.1

Councillors Reports
None

73
73.1

Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 5th September 2017 at 7.00pm

There being no further business the Chair declared the meeting closed at 8:20pm

Signed…………………………………….
Date:……………………………………..
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