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Welcome to the Autumn / Winter 2019 edition of Longdon Life, 

 covering Longdon, Upper Longdon, Longdon Green and Gentleshaw 

Inside this issue:- 

 

 

Lost pubs of Longdon, a feature by 

Gareth Evans. 

 

 

 

 

 

Club reports and village news. 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council updates and news. 
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The articles and comments published in Longdon Life do not necessarily represent the views of the Parish 
Council.  The decision to print or not to print articles is entirely at the discretion of the Parish Council.  

Published by Longdon Parish Council email longdonpc@outlook.com 
The Parish Council do not endorse any advertisement but encourage parishioners to support local business.  

Editorial and advertising contact Glenys Beveridge email – longdonlife.editor@gmail.com 

A Parish Council Notice 
 

OPEN SURGERY FOR ALL PARISHIONERS 
ACROSS THE WHOLE PARISH 

 
Your parish clerk Chris Gracey will be available at the 

 
WI Hall, Ford Lane,  

Longdon on WEDNESDAY 13th NOVEMBER,  
 

From 9.00am – 12 noon 
 
A very warm welcome is extended to all parishioners to call in to discuss or report any 
matters within the Parish that are important or of concern to you.   
 

The surgery has been running every Wednesday morning since the first week in May, 
but we have only seen a handful of Parishioners in that time.  We have reduced this 
service to the first Wednesday of every month since September, which we will review 
again in November. 
 

If you wish the Parish Council to investigate an issue of concern to you and your 
neighbours, or follow-up on the provision of services within our parish, then please let us 
know.  Sometimes we are not always aware of issues or problems that may 
arise.  However, please be mindful that the Parish Council only have limited power and 
influence, and often we are only in a position to refer these issues upwards to Lichfield 
District Council or Staffordshire County Council for their attention and action 
 

Questions and enquiries may also be submitted via the web page, through email at 
longdonpc@outlook.com, by telephoning the Parish Clerk Chris Gracey on  
01543 580313, or by speaking directly to, emailing, or telephoning a councillor. 
 
Delivery of Longdon Life – Could you deliver a few copies in your vicinity or street to 
help cover the whole parish?  We have a small team of people that deliver the magazine 
to the majority of homes across the parish, however, it is impossible for us to cover the 
more remote areas in terms of delivery.  

If you know someone that does not get a copy of the magazine, it may 

be because there is no-one delivering in that particular lane or 

street.  Please contact the Clerk, Chris Gracey on 01543 580313 if 

you would like to ‘do your bit’ for your neighbours & help deliver the 

future issues of Longdon Life. Thank you 

 

 

 

 

No one can do everything but everyone can do something 

mailto:longdonpc@outlook.com
mailto:longdonlife.editor@gmail.com
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LONGDON VILLAGES COMMUNITY 

GROUP 

Raising funds to support the community  

Summer 2019 has now passed bringing us another season of providing fun, family events that have helped 

to raise funds for local Community Groups. We have successfully held ‘Clothes we Used to Love’ - a second

-hand recycling clothes event, Longdon Villages’ Pet Show with a variety of local pets & animals,  Longdon 

Villages Duck Race as part of the Produce Show and the annual Family Village Quiz which included a Fish & 

Chip supper and prizes for the brainiest team of Longdon! 

         

Thank you to all the lovely people that have attended our fun events and to many, many people who helped 

pull the various events together with lots of smiles and a generous sum of money raised to support local 

Community needs. This year we have donated funds to the Over 60’s Christmas meal, purchased a new 

camera for St James Primary Academy and replaced some of the De-Fibrilator pads around the Villages. 

Please contact us should you have a local Community need that we could look to help financially support. 

Winter 2019 still sees a calendar of exciting events to be held:  

Thursday 21st November - Longdon Villages Community Group Annual General Meeting 7.00pm at  
 WI Hall - everyone welcome! 
Sunday 1st December - Villages’ Christmas Pantomime - Cinderella. Start the Christmas season with 

lots of jokes, fun and laughter. Tickets available at other events as above. 
Friday 6th December - Christmas Carols around the Tree - our successful annual Christmas event this 

year is to be held at Longdon Memorial Club. Further details will be shared soon. 
 

Please keep a lookout on the local Village Notice boards for further information and come along to join in our 

fun events!... 

The aim of our group is to bring about more Community cohesion by organising village events and raising 

funds to help support local organisations and residents. We meet monthly at one of our three local pubs for a 

social hour of discussing ideas and planning events. If you feel you could help the group and / or have any 

ideas for Village events, activities or would like to submit a bid for a Community financial donation, then 

please contact: 

longdonvcg@gmail.com 

 

 Joan Fox 01543 493539           Sharon Bedlow 01543 491932       Wendy Neary 01543 493623  

 LVCG Secretary - Sharon Bedlow  

mailto:longdonvcg@gmail.com
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The Chetwynd Arms 

Upper Way, Upper Longdon     
 01543 490266 

Serving well kept real ales, guest ales, 
an excellent selection of wines and 
offering proper pub food, locally sourced 
and beautifully prepared, served in our 
restaurant or in the bar. 
 
 
Certificate of Excellence 2019.   

We regularly receive top reviews on Trip Advisor with comments such as … 
 
‘I had the new plant based burger … it was absolutely delicious…’ 
‘Attentive service and good home cooked food ….’   ‘brilliant tasty 
Sunday lunch’  ‘the food was excellent and so was the service…’ 
 
 

Our Autumn menu is now available, offering warm hearty and 
satisfying meals. 

 
Vegetarian and Vegan Menu featuring the Beyond Burger, plant 

based and proving very popular. 
 
Other selections from our varied menus include: 
Roasted Halloumi, with pepper and tomato stack, drizzled with 
pesto £4.75 
 
Beef brisket, horseradish mash, winter greens, red wine sauce 
£13.95 
 
Aubergine Moussaka, garlic bread, side salad £9.95 
 
Puff Pastry Mediterranean Wellington, Mediterranean vegetables, 
spinach, pesto, new potatoes, green vegetables, rich tomato sauce 
£9.95 
 
All day breakfast £9.95 
 
Other dishes include Hunters Chicken, pie of the day, salmon, 
mussels, pork, lunchtime sandwiches, lite bites for the smaller 
appetite, sharing boards and snacking menu. 
 
Full menu on our web site www.chetwyndarmsupperlongdon.co.uk 
 

To reserve a table please telephone 01543 490266 
Sunday lunches—advisable to book 

Restaurant open Wednesday to Saturday from noon to 9pm 
Sunday from noon to 5pm 

 

Walk-in diners welcomed in the restaurant or bar.   
Bar dog friendly. 

Bar open every day from noon until late.   
Walkers, walking groups, families welcome.   

Parties and celebrations catered for. 
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BOXING DAY RACE DAY £25pp to include a 3 course meal menu.   

 

Racing live from Kempton Park.   

Ticketed event, £5 deposit.   

Make it a boxing day with a difference 

with family and friends.   

 

To reserve your place at any of our 

festive season events, please telephone 01543 490 266 or call in and collect menus.  We 

look forward to welcoming you. 
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Weekly Yoga class  

on Mondays 7.15-8.30pm. 

New Monthly Wednesday class  

7.30 - 9pm ….Yoga and Therapies 

23rd October, 27th Nov, 22nd Jan, 26th Feb     £7

 Please book in to reserve a place 

Classes In Longdon Village Hall    

 Enquiries valpassey@yahoo.com      

07737272085   

Ante-natal Yoga 

Thursday  Evenings 7– 8.30pm  

Very gentle yoga classes with relaxation, breathing 

and massage techniques to help meet the 

challenges of pregnancy and birth with strength, 

confidence and calm.  

 Mother and Baby Yoga   
3 week courses  on Thursdays 

 (see village hall calendar for times) 

Both classes are on-going according to demand. 

Booking essential 

Baby News! 

 

Since the last issue of Longdon Life we 

welcome 

Oscar, Lucas Isaac, Oberon, Daniel and 

Zachary 

S T R E T C H   

A N D  R E L A X   

To start your week 

Mondays 10.30- 11.30 

An hour of movement, stretching, breathing 

and relaxation.   

No floor work 

Just  drop in  

All welcome 

£5 weekly,  Includes refreshments.£16 for 4 

weeks  

L o n g d o n  

O p e n  G a r d e n s  2 0 2 0     

Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th June  

  Gardens of all shapes and sizes needed 

If you would you like to open your garden, join in this wonderful community event and 

support St James Church get in touch with one of the  fundraising committee members  

 Allen Juxon 490418  Val Shand   492662    Val Passey  490681 

St. James' Church Longdon  
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Longdon Walking Group 

Longdon Walking Group started in January four years ago 
and we are still going strong!   

We meet for walks fortnightly on Tuesdays at 10.30 a.m.   

Meet at the Swan with Two Necks car park. 

Walks are fairly easy and usually last around 90 mins to 120 mins and are either local or 
car share to surrounding local areas.  No membership fee – come and join us, meet new 
friends and enjoy the walks! 

For more information please contact:  Irene 490135 or Lynn 49084 

Jam Club At St James Church, Longdon 
For mums, dads, carers, babies and tots to share their new interest and have time 

Together 2pm-3.30pm every Monday in term time 
A warm welcome to new and expectant mums. 

Come along for mutual support 
Tea and Toys, Singing and Rhymes 

Craft activities too.  
For further details contact Pam Cherry 490194 

Lawn 'n' Order 
' You grow, We mow' 

 

Retired businessman continuing my new venture offering friendly, 
dependable and trustworthy garden maintenance. 

 
Services include: - Lawn cutting/edging, weeding, hedge/

shrub trimming,  leaf collection 
 

Please call Keith on  01543 491194 or 07823 387949 

Just for fun ….. 

See if you can remember this list after you have read Longdon Life.   

Butter, jam, pencil, eggs, flour, pebble and  sugar. 
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St James The Great, Longdon 
 
As I write this newsletter, there is definitely a chill in the air in an 
evening, the nights are starting to get longer, the leaves on the trees 
have started to change colour and I have managed to pick lots of 
blackberries along the vicarage driveway. They are all signs that 
Autumn is definitely on its way. Autumn is a beautiful time of year that 
for my family is filled with walks through crisp, crunchy leaves, the 
picking up of conkers, hot mugs of tea and the slow cooker is put into 
full action making stews to warm us up.  

 

For me, Autumn has always been a time to stop and wonder at the beauty of the natural 
world around me, but also it’s a time for me to stop and acknowledge that I am not in 
control. That isn’t always the easiest for me to accept as I like to be in control (or well 
organised, as I like to call it!). During the autumn season the leaves that look so colourful 
will fall off the trees and turn to slush, the tree branches will yet again become bear and 
the ground will be covered with snow and ice. I would love to be able to stop the tide of 
yet another long winter, but yet, I know that I can’t because I am not in control. I cannot 
stop the wind from blowing the leaves off the trees or stop the rain from turning the 
leaves to mush. I cannot control whether we will get a good harvest this year. Only God 
as our creator can do that. 
 

In the book of Genesis, God gave us dominion over the earth and all of the plants and 
creatures that live on the earth. God gave us the responsibility to care for creation, but 
God did not give us the power to control creation. Sadly, it has become evident this past 
few decades that we have tried to control creation instead of caring for creation, which 
has resulted in climate change and sporadic weather that effects our harvests. Yet, we 
are the lucky ones who can always go out and buy extra food if our harvest fails. 
Farmers in the global south, unfortunately can’t afford to do this and their children are 
starving. Jesus asked us to love our neighbour as ourselves. As we live in an ever-
increasing globalised society, our actions not only effect those around us but those all 
around the world. We therefore need to consider how our lifestyle may be effecting 
others. For me, that means taking stock of what I buy and reviewing whether I can buy 
alternatives that are more environmentally friendly, such as, re-useable metal water 
bottles instead of plastic, shampoo and conditioner bars instead of shampoo in plastic 
bottles. And also reviewing my lifestyle, such as, walking instead of using my car where 
possible or car sharing. Is there anything that you could change within your own life to 
show that you love your neighbour? 
 

St James the Great, Longdon has recently joined the Eco-church network. As part of this, 
we will be reviewing our practices as a church to ensure that the church is run in a way 
that is environmentally friendly as possible. If you have any ideas as to how the church 
could be more environmentally friendly, then please do speak to Revd. Emma. 
 

I hope that you all have a wonderful autumn filled with the awe and beauty of creation. 
 
God bless 
Revd. Emma 

Revd Janet Waterfield            01543 410751             janwaterfield@blueyonder.co.uk 

 
Revd Emma Cooksey             01543 322741             emma.cooksey@sky.com 

mailto:janwtaerfield@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:emma.cooksey@sky.com
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Great wines, 

gins, beers – and more… 

 

* Over 500 wines 
* Continental beer & craft ciders 
* Artisan gins & spirits 
* Authentic Italian foods 
* Friendly, relaxed atmosphere 
• Tasting events & private hire 
 
Visit soon to discover our great range of gifts – including boxed 

wines, beers & gins, hampers and more 
 

Stocking up for Christmas? 
5% off orders of 6+ bottles 

bulk orders welcome. 
 

Open: Thu, Fri & Sat 12-7pm;   
Sun 12- 4.30pm 

 
Opposite the garden centre @ Wolseley Bridge 

 

FESTIVE WALK  
SATURDAY 28TH DECEMBER 

 
FROM THE RED LION, LONGDON GREEN 

 
10 AM REFRESHMENTS      10.30 START WALK 

 
APPROXIMATELY 3 MILES WITH A SHORTER OPTION 

 
IN AID OF THE WORK OF MIDLANDS AIR AMBULANCE 

AND RUGELEY WELFARE FOR DOGS 
 

PLEASE ADVISE THE RED LION OF NUMBERS FOR 
CATERING 01543 490410 

Just for fun…. What are your 10 songs to take to a desert island? 



LONGDON LIFE Autumn / Winter 2019/20 

10 

Lost pubs of Upper Longdon  
 

By our feature writer Gareth Evans 
 

 
With the news that The Swan With Two Necks is due to close (and perhaps may be shut by the 
time that the latest edition of Longdon Life goes to print), I thought it was timely to look back at 
some of the pubs that have already vanished from the village. With an honourable mention to the 
Pig in Brook End, (or The Crown as it was later known, which became an Esso Garage before 
becoming some very nice houses), I shall focus my attention on Upper Longdon. 
 
The Gate 
Situated at the bottom of what is now Grange Hill, on Lower Way, ‘The Gate’ was a large coaching 

inn. Why it was called ‘The Gate’ has not been 
recorded but, Lower Way used to be an entrance 
road to Beaudesert, so perhaps it was a gate to the 
hall and grounds. 
 
Coaching Inn’s flourished in the 17th Century, 
particularly along routes used by the Royal Mail. The 
exact date that ‘The Gate’ began operating is difficult 
to say. The building is listed as ‘The Gate’ on the 
Tithe Map of the area dating from 1843, owned by 
Daniel Cope, and the shape of the building is 
marked on the map of 1824 as part of Thomas 
Cope’s land (Daniel’s father). There are deeds 
relating to the plot of land and buildings in 
Staffordshire record office that date back to 1705, 
though whether ‘The Gate’ was operating as a beer 
house/coaching inn or was just a farm building is 
unclear. 

 
 
 
‘The Gate’ was a family run public house and passed down from generation to generation of 
Longdoners. Oddly, it does not often appear in 
the various commercial directories of 
Staffordshire businesses, although one of the 
landlords, John Edward Potts, is listed as a 
beer retailer in 1896. Alan Griffiths, son of 
Arthur and Gertrude Griffiths, the last landlord 
and landlady, noted that the pub passed to 
successive daughters of the families, so 
perhaps the commercial directories ignored it 
because it was passed along the maternal 
lines. 
 
 
‘The Gate’ was a meeting point for the South 
Staffordshire Hunt, and played host to their annual dog show on a number of occasions, and it 
remained a central part of life in Upper Longdon life, until 1985, when, despite a big five year 
campaign to save it including many newspaper articles and even a slot on ATV news, it was 
closed and demolished, due to subsidence from the mining activity in the area. It was a sad loss 
for the village. 
 
 
 
The Holly Bush 
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The second of Upper Longdon’s vanished pubs was on Upper Way, across from Russell Bank 
farm and towards another of Beaudesert Hall’s Lodges, on the edge of Cannock Chase. ‘The 

Holly Bush’ was situated on the Marquis of 
Anglesey’s land, and was supposedly a bequest 
from the Marquis himself to one of his servants. In 
1820, it appears on a map of Russell Bank as being 
run by William Sleigh. William was born in Longdon 
in 1755 and how long he ran ‘The Holly Bush’ is 
uncertain, but he died in 1821, and in another map 
from 1824, his widow, Mary was running the pub.  
 
Ten years later, according to one of the Staffordshire 
commercial directories, the Landlord was the 
magnificently named, Brewster Everett. Brewster 
was also born in Longdon, in 1785, and married 
Fanny Sleigh, daughter of William and Mary, in 
1812, which must be how he came to be running the 

pub.  
 

After 1825 though, there are no further listings for ‘The Holly Bush’. A local story goes that 
Brewster took the license and set up the Holly Bush in Brereton. However, the Holly Bush in 
Brereton is listed in Staffordshire commercial directories in 1818, and Brewster and his wife 
seemed to have emigrated to Ireland.  ‘The Holly Bush’ still stands as a residential home on Upper 
Way, owned by Mr and Mrs Howell, complete with its original beer cellar. 
 
The Atkinson’s Arms 
The last of Upper Longdon’s lost pubs is a real mystery. In 1834, one of the Staffordshire 
Commercial directories lists, alongside the Holly Bush, the ‘Atkinson’s Arms’, a pub run by Mr 
Joseph Salt. In the census of 1861, Joseph has moved down the road to Brereton, and is running 
another pub, ‘The Plough’. The Atkinson’s disappears from the record books without a trace. Who 
was Atkinson and what became of the pub? It was not connected the famous Birmingham brewery 
as that was not established until 1855 and there are no records of a beer seller in Longdon with 
that name. 
 
Maureen Piper, who researched so much of Longdon’s history did know for certain but her 
suggestion was that ‘The Atkinson’s Arm’; was renamed as ‘The Chetwynd Arms’, as from 1851 
onwards ‘The Chet’ appears regularly in 
Staffordshire business directories, with its 
first landlord listed as William Rushton. The 
Chetwynd Family were very well-known 
Staffordshire nobility and Members of 
Parliament. William Henry Chetwynd, son of 
Sir George Chetwynd, 2

nd
 Baronet, had his 

seat at Longdon Hall, so it was probably 
renamed in his honour.  
  
Let us hope that a new owner can be found 
for the Swan with Two Necks and that the 
Chetwynd Arms and The Red Lion in 
Longdon Green continue to serve the village 
for many years to come. Cheers! 
 
Photos of ‘The Gate’ (and excellent stories over pints) with huge thanks to Alan Griffiths 
Photos of ‘The Holly Bush’ by G. Evans with thanks to Mr and Mrs Howell 
 
Photo of the Chetwynd Arms and access to Maureen Piper’s research thanks to Nicola and Gary 
If you have any more information on the Longdon pubs or other interesting stories and pictures on 

Longdon History, please contact Gareth at: Bumblekyteandbeyond@gmail.com  

mailto:Bumblekyteandbeyond@gmail.com
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Welcome 

There is always an open invitation and a warm welcome to anyone who would like to come along to a Club 
meeting and sample an evening with us. We meet on the second Tuesday in the month in the Village Hall, 
Buds Road, Cannock Wood, WS15 4NB, starting at 7.30pm. Tea or coffee with biscuits is served after the 
speaker, and it costs £2 for an occasional visit.   

We are an active club with over 70 members and usually 50+ at each meeting. Annual membership is £15 
per person per annum, with discounts at three local garden centres plus two online suppliers. Our mobile-
friendly website www.cwggc.co.uk has further information including our speaker programme, a regularly 
updated blog with all our activities & a gallery page for photographs. 2019 has been a particularly busy 
year for us!  

 

Speakers and Topics 2019 

We have a wide range of very good speakers at our monthly meetings, some being practical 
demonstrations such as Ken Whittaker’s “Secrets of Growing & Showing”, Justin Harrison’s “Colours of 
Autumn” and Darren Rudge’s “Tea bags, Bras and Tights Part 2”. Others are illustrated talks - Ruth 
Williams’ “Living Churchyard” and Anita Wright’s “Four Seasons”, or a combination of both as with Jeff 
Bates’ “Planting, use & care of bulbs”. Reports of these and all the 2019 meetings so far are on our 
website blog. Something slightly different is planned for the 12

th
 November with the popular return of Phil 

Colclough & Colin Henshall with their “Visions & Music” presentation of “Winter Scenes” where we will be 
captivated by their amazing photography set to soothing music. Then in December we will have our 
Christmas social evening for members & their guests, with food & entertainment. Our speaker programme 
for 2020 will be announced at the November meeting & put onto our website.  

 

Open Gardens Weekend 15
th

 & 16
th

 June 2019  

We had 11 gardens open this year, and despite heavy showers on Saturday afternoon & gloomy skies on 
Sunday morning, we were delighted to raise £1600 from programme sales, refreshments donations & the 
plant stall. We donated £800 to the village hall, and many thanks go to all our garden owners & everybody 
who helped or supported in any way. We hope that this will now be a biennial event, with the next in 
summer 2021. 

 

Garden and Home Produce Show 10
th

 August 2019  

This was another excellent day with the show held in the Village Hall (no charge to exhibit and open to non
-residents of Cannock Wood and Gentleshaw). The weather wasn’t on our side again but the show was 
well supported by both exhibitors & visitors, with similar entry numbers to last year & a fantastic display of 
home grown flowers, vegetables and fruit with home baking & preserves. .  

 

Trips and Visits 2019 

Our three outings this year have been first to the wilds of the Staffordshire Moorlands in February to see 
Mike Byford’s excellent national collection of hellebores, which we decided to do after his talk to us in 
September 2018. Then in July we had an evening visit to the beautiful Garth at Milford, again after owner 
Anita Wright’s presentation at our February meeting. And finally for something different in September we 
had a full day out in Shropshire with the captivating Wildegoose Nursery & Walled Garden in the morning 
then Morville Hall & its Dower House Gardens in the afternoon, a day with something for everybody, and 
the bonus of two tearooms, as tea/coffee & cake are a common theme for all our outings! The February 
trip was cold & wet as you might expect at that time of year but the hellebores are inside and (of course) 
there were refreshments to warm us up. It was beautifully warm though for the July & September visits.  

Please do have a look at all the reports & photographs on our website, where there is also a contact form if 
you would like further information, or ring Deborah (Chair) on 01543 877973 or Lesley (Treasurer) on 
01543 270839.  

http://www.cwggc.co.uk/
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A Parish Council 
Report 
 

Flooding A51 
Longdon 
 
Regular users of the A51 at 
Longdon will know that any 
heavy rains have, for a 
number of years, resulted in 
the south bound carriageway 
becoming flooded, 
dangerously so as the 
flooding occurred on the bend 
just before the junction with 
Borough Lane and Brook 
End.  
Following extensive 
investigations by the 
highways maintenance team 
from Amey’s Lichfield depot 
remedial works have been 
carried out which it is 
believed will solve the 
problem. 
Further enquiries have 
revealed that a number of 
residents have suffered with 
their gardens also becoming 
flooded. These should also 
now be resolved.  
Cllr. Trevor Johnson 

Letter from the editor 
 
GOOD LUCK to our young adults now they have left 
secondary school onto adventures new, whether that be 
onto university, college, apprenticeship, straight into 
work or if you are still trying to figure out what you want 
to do….. 
 

Never be afraid to ask, never be afraid to say ‘this is not 
what I want to do after all, never be afraid to change your 
mind. 
 
Be kind to others and ring your parents often with those 
three little words – I love you (Parents, this sometimes 
translates as Send More Money)  
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 Longdon Women’s Institute  

Longdon W.I. has a membership of around 25 and meets in the W.I. 

hall, Ford Lane on the first Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm. 

 By the time this newsletter comes into circulation, the Winter months 
will be ever nearer, with the Autumn concert given by the Cheadle 
Ukulele Band a distant memory. It has become a tradition over these 
past few years to have an annual event such as this and loyal local 
support is always much-valued and appreciated. 
 

There have been very varied talks each month, with August's being a special one as ladies 
visited the Elford "secret" garden, hearing an excellent speaker who gave interesting details 
of the history and how rigorous efforts by local villagers helped to restore the former Elford 
Hall's walled garden into a wonderful facility for the village. 
 
At the November meeting there will be a visit by a puppy-walker for Guide Dogs, with 
December's meeting being devoted to Christmas hand-crafts. In January, the 98th 
anniversary of the formation of the W.I. in Longdon will be celebrated, followed in February 
by a botanist's presentation concerning British wild-flowers. 
  
The topics do vary at every meeting, with the aim to always provide something of wide-
appeal.  
 
Should a contact be needed, please ring Minna on 01543 674354 or Diane on 01543 
490427  

 
and further details can be given. It would be really great to welcome some new members 
and posters of forthcoming meetings can be seen in the area's notice-boards. 
                                                                                          
Minna Andrews, President 

From our new Parish Clerk 

I am Chris Gracey the new clerk for Longdon Parish Council appointed 1st May 2019.  
Longdon is new ground for me and I think it is delightful, the charming villages and the rolling countryside, but nor too 
far away from facilities if you need them. 
 

My role as clerk is varied and interesting, mainly I managed the Councils affairs both clerical and financial, 
working from home.  In my short time in post I have met a few residents and have been able to discuss their concerns & 
problems and help in solving matters. 
 

Over the coming months I hope to meet more residents and I am always available if you wish to contact me either by 
email or telephone. 
 

longdonpc@outlook.com  telephone 01543 580313 
 
Kindest regards 
Chris Gracey, Clerk to Longdon Parish Council 

If you watch a game, it’s fun.  If you play it’s recreation.  If you work at it it’s golf.   

Bob Hope 

mailto:longdonpc@outlook.com
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Established 2008 Family Business 
Serving Longdon and Gentleshaw and surrounding areas 

 

We cover all aspects of garden maintenance including 
Hedge trimming, treework, garden maintenance and green waste removal 

 

Also landscaping including turfing, fencing, slabbing, decking and planting 
 

Fully Insured 
 

Please call for a no obligation quote  Stansbie Garden Services 
 

Home number: 01543 899040               mobile: 07502 030 592 

LONGDON PAROCHIAL CHARITIES TRUST 
Registered Charity 220316 

 

Money Worries?        Can We Help? 
 
 
 

 
Applications are invited from residents of Longdon or Gentleshaw 

who are experiencing financial hardship. 
 

For example;  Villagers lacking essential household items such as white goods, furniture 
or carpets. Assistance with utility bills 

 

We are also able to assist with grants to parents of 6
th
 form students to help towards the 

cost of home-to-school travel and grants to students on university courses or similar, 
regardless of financial status.  
 

Grant application forms are available from  
St James Church, Longdon and Gentleshaw Church 
 

Or contact Mrs Allen, Clerk to Trustees  
on 07789 064 956 or bellsunlimited@hotmail.com 
 

Or apply in writing giving brief details to; 
The Chairman, 
Parochial Charities, 
18 Church Way, Longdon, Rugeley, Staffs. WS15 4PG 
 

ALL APPLICATIONS WILL BE TREATED IN STRICT CONFIDENCE 
 

 

mailto:bellsunlimited@hotmail.com
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 Date Event Venue /time Contact/Organisation 

2019 OCT    

Sun 13 Harvest Festival   11.00am St James Church   

Wed 16 Flower Club -Country File 7.30pm WI Hall Irene 490135 

Fri 18 Harvest Supper 7.30pm Village Hall  Val Shand 492662 

Sat 19    
Thurs 24 Quiz Night 8pm Longdon Club Sharran 01543 492972  

Sat 26    
Thurs 31 Halloween Party 6.30pm Longdon Club Sharran 01543 492972  

 NOV    

Sat  2 GROUND FORCE   9.30– 12.00 St James Churchyard Graham 07788207510 

Sat  2 Bonfire and Fireworks 7pm Longdon Club Sharran 01543 492972  

Sun  3 All Souls Service of remembrance 4pm at Longdon Church  

Wed  6 WI Jill Grainger ‘Puppy Walker for 

guide dogs 

7.30   WI Hall       Minna 01543674354 

Sat  9    
Sun 10 Remembrance Sunday Service 10.30am St James  

Mon 11 Act of Remembrance with St James 

School 

10.45 in Brookend opposite 

the Croft 

 

Tues 12 OVER 60’s ‘A doctors life in the 50s’ 2.30pm Memorial Hall Sue Carter 07779789590 

Sat 16    

Sun 17 Shoebox Sunday Bring your 

shoeboxes for children overseas. 

11am  St James Church  Elaine  

Wed 20 Flower Club – Piece of China 7.30pm  WI Hall Irene 490135 

Thur 21 Longdon Villages Comm Group AGM  7.00pm  WI Hall       All Welcome ! 

Sat 23    
Sun 24 Flower Club Christmas Demo 

Beverly Artis 

 Irene 490135 

Sat 30 Messy Church Advent  2.30pm St James Church Val 490681 

 DEC    

Sun 1 Advent Sunday Service  11am St James Church   

Sun 1 Longdon Villages Community Group St James School Sharon Bedlow 491932 

Sun  1 St Giles Christmas Fayre 2pm Village Hall  Gladys 07944089681 

Mon  2 Christingle Service with the school 9.30am St James Church   

Wed  4 W.I. Crafts with Kathy 7.30  W.I Hall       Minna 01543674354 

Fri  6 Longdon Villages Community Group Memorial Hall Sharon Bedlow 491932 

Sat  7    
Sun  8 Girl Guides Carol Service  3pm  St James Church  

Wed 11 Christmas Coffee Morning in Church  10.45am St James Church Val  Shand 492662 

Sat 14 OVER 60 ’ s Christmas Party St James School Sue Carter 07779789590 

Sat 14 Children's Christmas Party 5pm Longdon Club Sharran 01543 493972  

Sun 15 Community Carol Service 6pm St James Church  

Mon 16 Jam Club Christmas party  1pm St James Church Pam 07772840206 

Wed 18 Flower Club—Christmas workshop 7.30pm WI Hall Irene 490135 

2019-2020  Village Diary and Planner 

Please send event details to valpassey@yahoo.com for inclusion for the Spring/Summer 2020 edition 

mailto:valpassey@yahoo.com
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 Date Event Venue /time Contact/Organisation 

2019 DEC    

Sat 21    
Tue 24 Christmas Eve Birthday Service 4pm St James Church  

Tue 24 Christmas Eve Midnight Comunion 11pm St James Church  

Wed  25 Christmas Day Services 8am and 11am   

Sat 28 Festive Walk  10am for 10.30 start   At The Red Lion Lynn 490381 

2020 JAN    

Sat  4     
Wed  8 W.I.  Members Party  Minna 01543674354 

Sat 11    
Tue 14 OVER 60 ’ s Beetle Drive 2.30pm Club and Institute Sue 07779789590 

Sat 18    

Sat 25    

 FEB    

Sat  1    

Wed  5 W.I. Gwen Johnson - 7.30  Minna 01543674354 

Sat  8    

Tue 11 OVER 60 ’ s Quiz 2.30pm Club and Institute Sue  07779789590 

Wed 19 Flower Club – Antiques Road Show 7.30pm WI Hall Irene 490135 

Sat 22    

Sat 29    
 MAR    

Wed  6 W.I. Annual Meeting 7.30pm WI Hall Minna 01543674354 

Sat  7    

Tue 10 OVER 60 ’ s  2.30pm Memorial Hall Sue  07779789590 

Sat 14    

Wed 18 Flower Club –Spring is in the air 7.30pm WI Hall Irene 490135 

Sat 21    

Sat 28    

 APRIL    

Wed  1 WI 7.30pm WI Hall  

Sat  4    

Fri 10 Good Friday Walk of witness From St James Church  
Sat 11 Easter Sat   

Sun 12 Easter Sunday   

Tue 14 OVER 60 ’ s  2.30pm Memorial Hall Sue  07779789590 

Wed 15 Flower Club AGM 7.30pm WI Hall Irene 490135 

Sat 18    

Sat 25    

 MAY    

Sat  2    

Friday  8 New Bank Holiday Date    

Sat  9    
Sat 16    
Sat 23    
Sat 30    

 JUNE    

Sat  6 LONGDON OPEN GARDENS   

Sun  7 LONGDON OPEN GARDENS   

 SEPT    

Sun 13 LONGDON PRODUCE SHOW   
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Footnote from the editor…… It was indeed very sad to hear that Longdon Pre-school was 
to close, and it is a great loss to the Parish.  Although we have lost this particular child-
care facility within the village, there is another lovely group that meet on Monday 
afternoons during term time at St James Church Longdon for babies and toddlers and 
their ‘grown-up’ person, (mum, dad, grandparent, carer) to come and meet with others, 
make new friends, play, sing, chat.  Everyone is welcome whether you belong to a church 
or not.  For further information please see JAM CLUB news within the magazine. 

 
Farewell to Longdon Pre-School  

  
At the end of the summer term, sadly Longdon 
Pre-School said farewell to the children for the last 
time as Pre-school closed would not reopen in 
September.   
 

The Pre-School has had a presence in Longdon village for well over 40 years but 
unfortunately despite the best efforts of the parent run Committee to introduce new 
families to attend, expected numbers for September were yet again extremely low and 
there were simply insufficient families using this fantastic resource in today’s changing 
world to meet the financial demands.    
 
As Committee members we have taken all possible steps to try to avoid this outcome, 
but sadly despite our attempts to fundraise, raise the profile of the group, advertise 
locally using both traditional and electronic means to reach local parents and minimise 
outgoings (Tesco Fareshare, support from the Village Hall, use of grants, avoidance of 
unnecessary expenditure) this has still been insufficient to secure the longer term future 
of the group.  Ultimately, there are insufficient people using the setting to secure its 
future. 
 
Whilst it is sad to see, we are not the only group to experience this outcome, which is 
impacted greatly by working parents requiring additional childcare and also the 
government, who has widened the financial gap between minimum wage payments 
required for staff and the low sums paid by government for funded children.  
 
Please be assured that this decision has not been taken lightly and all Committee 
members have taken their roles and responsibilities very seriously when reaching this 
difficult decision, undertaking financial forecasts at the recommendation of our 
governing body the Preschool Learning Alliance.  We also spoke to St James Primary 
Academy but they are not currently in a position to be able to offer an alternative early 
years provision at this time. 
 
We would like to thank all families and staff who have attended and supported the Pre-
School over the years. 
 
Finally, we would encourage everyone to please give their continued support to the 
Village Hall which will now become available for morning bookings during term time and 
will provide an excellent venue opportunity for new regular groups and bookings. 
 
Regards 
Longdon Pre-School Committee 
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A Parish Council Notice 

Not clearing up after your dog has fouled is an offence and 

carries a fine or up to £100 or £1000 if the case goes to court 

THIS APPLIES TO EVERYONE WHO WALKS A DOG 

For some reason of late, there has been an increase in the amount 

of dog mess left on pavements, village greens and walking routes 

within the Parish.   

This is, quite frankly, unacceptable behaviour on the part of dog walkers as well as being 

an offence which carried a fine. 

The parish council have gone to great expense to have ‘dog bins’ 

situated around the parish and we pay to have the bins emptied. 

If you see someone who does not clear up after their dog and 

dispose of the waste correctly you can report them to the district 

council.   

“Anyone who fails to clear up after their dog can be issued with a 
Fixed Penalty Notice of up to £100. If the case goes to court this 
could cost the owner or person in charge of the animal up to 
£1,000.  
The law states that being unaware a dog has fouled or of not 
having a suitable bag is not a reasonable excuse.”                                                 
Source; www.keepbritaintidy.org 

 
St James The Great Longdon  
 
Fellowship during the festive season, please come 
and join us at some or all of the following events.  
Everyone welcome. 
 
 
Wednesday 11th Dec 10:30 is the Christmas coffee 
morning in church 
 
 
 

Sunday 15th Dec 6pm is the Carol Service in St James church 
 
Tuesday 24th Dec 4pm is the Birthday Service in church. Suitable for all the family. 
 
Tuesday 24th Dec 11pm is Midnight Mass in church 
 
Wednesday 25th Dec 8am Holy communion in church 
 
Wednesday 25th Dec 11am Holy communion in church 
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Longdon Over 60’s Club 

 

Longdon Over 60’s members have enjoyed many activities over the past ten 
months including a beetle drive, quiz, strawberry cream tea, guest speakers and three 
coach outings. 
 

The birthday party in April took us to Trentham Gardens which included a lovely lunch in 
the restaurant. 
 

On a beautiful sunny day in July we visited the villages of the Cotswolds and in 
September our last outing of this year, we had a coach to take us to Nottingham for a 
three hour river boat cruise on the River Trent which included a three course lunch on the 
boat.  It was a very memorable day and again we were lucky to have good weather. 
 

With just two months left of this year, the remaining programme is; 
 

November 12
th

 meeting we welcome Mr and Mrs Henry and Audrey Clamp speaking of 
their experiences as a doctor and doctors wife in the 1950’s 
and 60’s. 
 
December 10

th
 is the date for the annual Christmas party. 

 
ALL PARISH RESIDENTS OVER 60 

ARE ELIGIBLE TO JOIN.   
MEMBERSHIP FEE IS £10 PER YEAR PER PERSON 

 
A wide and varied programme of events is currently being 

processed for 2020 and will be available shortly. 
 

For more information, contact Sue Carter (Chair) 07779 789 590  
Or Martin Sandground (Vice-chair) 01543 490123 

 

GOODBYE and HELLO 
 
To all our parishioners who have 
moved out or are moving out of the 
parish, we wish you well. 
 
To all our new parishioners who 
have moved in over the Summer 
months WELCOME 
 
Longdon and Gentleshaw have such 
a wide variety of clubs and 
organizations, lovely pubs serving 
fine ales and food, walks, community 
events, toddler group to over 60’s 
and so much more.  
There is bound to be something for 
you to join in and make new friends. 
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… 
 

POLICE non emergency   101 
BT faultline     0800 800 151 
GAS emergency    0800 111 999 
 
ELECTRIC                                             power loss dial your suppliers’ emergency number 
NATIONAL GRID    0800 111 999 
 
WATER South Staffs   0800 389 10 11 
Lichfield District Council  01543 308 000 
Staffordshire County Council  0300 111 80 00 
Citizens Advice    03444 111 444 
AGE UK     0800 169 20 81 
SAMARITANS    dial 116 123 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION welfare 0808 802 8080 
 
Hospitals 
Burton Queens    01283 566 333 
Lichfield Samuel Johnson  01543 412 900 
Stafford     01785 257 731 
Cannock     01543 572 757 

Sue 
 

Qualified 

Mobile 
Hairstylist 

 

Longdon Resident  

 

01543 491514 

07729 683 646 

 

Rose & Teal &    

Really Great Decorators 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Longdon, Rugeley, Staffs. 
Brian & Maxine Craddock 

 

Experienced Interior and exterior 
painting and decorating specialists  

 
 
 

Call 07592 541396 or  
01543 492835 

 maxine@roseandteal.co.uk 

mailto:maxine@roseandteal.co.uk
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Longdon Show 2019 

 

There was a good turn out of villagers to see the exhibits in this year’s Show and 

there was quite a buzz in the hall as the display of local talent was admired. There 

was a new attraction this year as local woodturner Will Rose brought along his 

woodturning machine to demonstrate this fascinating traditional craft. 

 

The Floral Art section was ablaze with colour as the local flower arrangers showed 

us how they interpreted the titles of ‘Yellow’ and ‘Harvest’ with some stunning 

results.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was pleasing to see the number of entries in the Pot Plants section and a 

wonderful display of cut flowers despite the recent rainfall. 

 

Entries to the Vegetable and Fruit category were slightly down on last year but the 

judge thought the standard had been maintained or even bettered. The giant 

pumpkins were much admired and proved to be too heavy to weigh this year, the 

winner having to be decided by circumference instead. Even then the judge had to 

call for an extra tape measure! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mouth-watering display of baked goods was as stunning as ever with both the 

Chocolate Cake and Lemon Drizzle Cake winners being deemed as ‘excellent’ by 

Mrs Jones the Baking judge. For those who think they can’t enter unless they have 

many years’ experience, take heart, as eighteen year old Molly Draper won first 

place in Savoury Bread with an ‘outstanding’ accolade from the judge. 
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The numbers of entrants for the five to sixteen years classes have been 

disappointing for the last few years so any suggestions to encourage youngsters 

to take part would be most welcome. It is lovely to witness the sheer joy of the 

children collecting trophies as a reward for their endeavours – as you can see 

from the photos!    

 

The overall winners in each group were as follows: - 

 

Vegetables and Fruit – Dan McInnes;  

Floral Art – Irene Kemp;  

Pot Plants and Cut flowers – Dan McInnes;  

Baking and Preserves – Trudie Meakin;  

Junior Baking, 8 & under – Danny Begley, 9-15 – Felix Lindley and Alfie Bedlow; 

Children & Teenagers, 8 & under -Anna May Bowen Whittles, 9-15 – Felix Lindley; 

Photography – Adult – Barbara Windsor, Junior - Freddie Lindley, Monochrome – 

Stephen Frost;  

Handmade Card Adult – Christine Gill, 8 & under – Anna May Bowen Whittles; 

Family Tray – the Meakin Family. 

 

A big thank you to the Photography judges, Carole and David Perry from Rugeley 

and Armitage Camera Club, who stepped in at the last moment. They were very 

impressed with the range and quality of the photographs particularly in the 

‘Animal or Pet’ class and choosing just three prize winners from so many 

excellent entries was quite a challenge. 

                                                                             

The trophies were presented by the Reverend Emma Cooksey the new curate from 

St James Church who commented on the ‘amazing’ array of produce, flowers, 

baking, photography and crafts on display. 

 

Maggie Derry and Carol Felton of Longdon Show Committee 
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Greenhills Nursery  
 
Commonside, Gentleshaw,  
Nr. Rugeley, WS15 4NG 
 
www.greenhillsnursery.co.uk  
07754 867 643 
 
 
 

A family run business since 1994 by Peter 
Cartwright and Helen Leigh.  Peter has over 40 years’ experience in the horticultural 
trade.  
 
We sell a variety of shrubs, perennial, seasonal bedding plants, basket plants, hanging 
baskets, holly wreaths, Humax Original and Multi-purpose compost,  Sylva Grow peat 
free compost, grow bags and composted fine bark. Range of wild bird food all year round. 
  
Now taking orders for holly wreaths.  Holly wreaths go on general sale at the beginning of 
December. Seasonal bedding plants now available, including semi-trailing pansies.    
 
 

Find us on Facebook for up to date opening hours, special offers and information.   

Our Cooking 

Correspondent 

Angela has sent in 

this recipe, ideal for 

this time of the 

year…bon appetite. 

 Convenient Christmas Cake 

250g Self-raising flour 
150g Unsalted butter 
140g Castor sugar 
411g Mincemeat 
2 Eggs 
Grated rind from an orange and lemon 
 
Pre-heat the oven to 150 (130 fan) 
 

Grease the sides of a 7-8 inch tin and line 
with non-stick greaseproof paper 
Cream the butter with the sugar until pale.  
Beat in the eggs one at a time and fold in 
the flour.  Add the mincemeat and the 
grated rind of the orange and lemon. Turn 
into the prepared tin. Bake for 90/100 
minutes until firm to the touch. Cool on a 
wire rack. 

http://www.greenhillsnursery.co.uk
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Longdon Flower Club 

 

Longdon Flower Club is open to everyone who wishes to learn 
the art of flower arranging or simply wishes to meet up with 

likeminded people. 

 

Flower Club Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 7.30 p.m. in the WI Hall.   We have a varied 

programme including occasional workshops and a visit to a 
garden of interest during one of the summer months. 

 

Our resident demonstrator, Hannah from Ivison Florist in Lichfield, inspires us with her 
new and exciting floral arrangements each month.  We are a friendly group and would 

love to have some new members.  No experience is necessary as there is always help at 
hand for new members and visitors who will be made very welcome.   

For all information please contact Irene 490135 or Carol 490888 

 

OPEN TO ALL CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP  

No experience necessary.  Suitable for complete beginners. 

Our next workshop is on 18 December, starts 7.30pm in the WI Hall, Ford Lane,  

At this workshop, our demonstrator Hannah, will show you how to make a Christmas 
themed arrangement which you will be taking home with you afterwards.  

Bring a friend and have a night out with a difference. 

  All materials for this workshop will be provided.   

Reservations essential . Please book your place with Irene or Carol  

Tickets now available for   

CHRISTMAS AT TIFFANY’S  

A wonderful afternoon to sweep you into the festive season at a 
most beautiful 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS DEMONSTRATION 

with Beverly Artis, National Demonstrator 

SUNDAY 24 NOVEMBER 2019  

2.30 p.m. St.James School Hall 

Tickets for this event are just £8.00 to include a glass of wine and 
mince pie. 

The demonstrated arrangements by Beverly will be raffled and the 
lucky winners will take home a beautiful arrangement 

 

For more information or to reserve tickets  

please contact Irene 490135 or Carol 490888 



LONGDON LIFE Autumn / Winter 2019/20 

26 

Longdon Friends of St. Giles Hospice  

 

So far this year a total of £4422.53 has been forwarded to the Hospice. 

 

Bucket Collection – Tesco, 3
rd

 April   £282.20 

Spring Eggstravaganza – 4
th
 April    £800.33 

Easter Extravaganza – 13
th
 April    £1235.00 

Private donation  - Easter Extravaganza  £750.00 

Plant sale shared with St. James Church  £360.00 

Golden Wedding Anniversary    £510.00 

Subs and donations       £485.00 

 

Since the last article for the Longdon Life, I am pleased to say that Mr. and Mrs. Warwood 
raised a fantastic amount of £1235.00, also a guest at the function made a private donation 
of £750.00  

 

The plant sale shared with St. James Church, which is always successful, added another 
£360.00. 

 

A local couple who celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary asked their guests if they 
would donate to the Hospice instead of buying presents and I was able to forward £510.00. 
Many thanks for this very generous gesture. 

 

The Christmas Fair will be held on the afternoon of 1
st

 
December 2019 in the village hall. Doors open at 2.00 p.m. 

 This is always an enjoyable event. Stalls will be selling 
homemade cakes, preserves, wreaths, crafts and of course 
there will be a tombola and other items. Donations of raffle 
prizes etc. will be very appreciated, as will any volunteers and 
helpers who offer to give up their time to make it a success. 

 

If you would like to join as a friend, the yearly subscription is £2.50 per single and £5.00 per 
family.   

 

Please support us in whatever you can to enable St. Giles Hospice to care for our local 
community needs. 

 

G. Crowe, Chair 

Home : 01543 491760      Mobile : 07944 089681      E-mail: gcoaklodge@gmail.com 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

http://krukanidta.wordpress.com/clip-art/christmas-clipart/
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A PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE 
 

The Parish Council needs people to step up and onto the council.  This is not a lifetime 
commitment.  You can serve for just a year or more.  You do not need qualifications.   
 
Anyone over the age of 18 can join the parish council and we would welcome with open 
arms some younger people who can represent the youth and young adults of the parish.  
For the parish council to look after the interests of the whole parish we need to have a 
broad spectrum of people to sit on the council.   
PLEASE consider putting yourself forward. Disabilities should pose no obstacle to 
becoming a councillor so please come to our next meeting to see what happens at a 
council meeting without any obligation to join.  
  
FULL COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC and at the beginning of the 
meeting residents can address the council with any comments or concerns they have.  
The next full council meeting is  

TUESDAY 12
th

 November at 7pm at WI Hall, Ford Lane, Longdon. 
 

Please see the web page for future dates www.longdon-staffs.info/council/meetings 
Or contact the clerk 01543 580313 Chris Gracey for further information or speak to a  
councillor. 
 

Name Ward Telephone 

Cllr. Gladys Crowe Longdon 07944 089681 

Cllr. Helen Hulme Longdon 07817 469809 

Cllr. Craig Stevens Gentleshaw 07771 956780 

Cllr. John Watkins-
Smythe 

Longdon 07748 648242 

(Vacancy) Gentleshaw  

(Vacancy) Gentleshaw  

Trevor Johnson Longdon 01543 493853 
07718732986 

(Vacancy) Longdon  

(Vacancy) Longdon  

(Vacancy) Longdon  

(Vacancy) Longdon  

http://www.longdon-staffs.info/council/meetings
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Longdon Cricket Club  
End of Season Report  
 
After 120 years, this season sadly saw Longdon Cricket 
Club finish up at the Red Lion Ground.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported us over this 
year and helped celebrate our final year at the ground, 
we now move on to new and exciting times at our new home.  
 
We have had another great season on the pitch, managing to play 30 games, winning 25 
games and losing only 5. We have consistently managed to turn out a team and keep 
going from strength to strength as we head to pastures new. Our final game of the season 
also saw us welcome back players of old to play a game with the current team, a fitting 
way to see of a ground that has welcomed so many over the years.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported our fundraising efforts over the year, a joint 
event with the Fishing Club was a great success and is already booked in again for next 
year! Our final village day at the ground was also a brilliant success and we managed to 
turn out teams from all 3 villages. Thank you to the Club, Red Lion and the Chet for 
organising teams and everyone who attended the day – this is a tradition we will be 
looking to continue at our new ground.  
 
During the close season we will be continuing the hard work that has taken place at our 
new ground to ensure it is ready for the start of next year. A lot of development has 
already gone in to ensure we are good to go from April, considering we had to start from 
nothing the ground is looking in great condition already!  
 
Thanks to everyone who has and continues to support us, all the help is greatly 
appreciated and ensures that the club continues despite the circumstances we were faced 
with. We look forward to welcoming everyone to our new home next year.  
 
If you would like to help or support the club in any way then please get in touch.  
 
See you next season!  
Tom Bonser, Club Captain, Longdon Cricket Club  
 
07852513608   tlbonser@aol.com  

 
MOBILE LIBRARY 

Staffordshire Mobile Library will call into Longdon Vill, Brook End, near to 
Longdon Club and Institute 

Between 9.30 and 9.45 on the following dates; 
Friday 8th and 22nd November; 6th and 20th December 

This is a great service for the village, but it will be another service lost if we do 
not make use of it.  It is also a fantastic way to increase and vary your 

toddlers reading books  

mailto:tlbonser@aol.com
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CANNOCK WOOD  AND  GENTLESHAW  VILLAGE  HALL 

 
 

It seems a long time since the last report, but we are still here! 
 

The hall has continued to be very popular, both for long term regular users and 
particularly for one off events. It has been used for a wide range of activities from 
weddings to dog shows and the feedback has been positive. 
 

The hall has run several events in an effort to raise funds, including the yearly fashion 
show, which was as popular as ever, it is great to see events so well supported, and 
hopefully people managed to grab a bargain. 
 

Trek and Troff had a good turn out this year. It is becoming a challenge to try and find 
new footpaths and pubs for food. Thanks to the Hazleslade pub, and The Park Gate for 
helping us out. This year the walk was almost exclusively through the woods on the 
Chase which most people seemed to enjoy. It was slightly shorter this year with only 
one stile to climb over which was a major bonus for most people. Thankyou as always 
to the stalwart ladies from the WI who again provided the bacon butties and drinks at 
the start. 
 

 
 
 
At the end of August, we hosted a return visit by Rich 
Parsons the Human Juke Box. The hall was full, and Rich as ever put on a great show, 
with a huge range of music, and I suspect many of the audience had sore feet or knees 
the next day from dancing too enthusiastically! I am sure he will be back. 
 

On November 22
nd

 we have the latest Wine and Pudding Evening. 
If you are interested contact Sue Janes (Info on the hall website). 

 

This year it has been good to welcome Bryan Jones from Cannock District Council and 
Craig Stevens from Longdon Parish Council. Both turn up to our monthly meetings 
which in itself is very welcome since in the past representation has been minimal, but 
they have joined in events and helped try to spread the word. Thankyou! 
 

We have had a completely new sound system installed at considerable expense, but 
we think vital for the future to incorporate various technologies, including Bluetooth. 
Early days, but we are very pleased with it so far and it is certainly easier to use than 
the old system.  Other than that, as far as maintenance is concerned, we have had new 
fencing put around the outside area adjacent to the car park, thanks to Toddle and 
Tumble for helping to finance this improvement. 
 

On the negative side, we still have problems with the car park, even though we have 
put up signs reminding people that it is private, and the upkeep must be paid for by the 
hall. We tolerate school drop off and pick up to try and ease the problems on Buds 
Road. 
 

Finally, as always, thankyou to anyone who has used, or supported the hall in any way 
it really is appreciated.  Bob Shelley (Chairman) September 2019 
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Funeral Directors 

C.T. and L. Marshall 
 
 

Independent Funeral Directors 

Established in 1863 
 

Lynn is continuing our family tradition to ensure that you and your family are 

provided with a dedicated, professional and very caring service at an extremely 

emotional time. 

 
 

“When you need someone to turn to and help you carry out the last wishes of your loved one, or 

to help you to plan the funeral you know they would want, please call me, anytime, day or night,   

sincerely, Lynn Marshall” 

 

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
 

01543 490 381 or  

Or mobile 0789 623 9288 
 

Horse drawn funeral carriage available 
 

Alternative number is 01543 422 524 (George Stacey) 

DC Heating & 
PLUMBING SOLUTIONS 
 

Oil and Solid Fuel Heating Engineer 
 

Call Dan on 07964 781 781 
 
Email dcheatingandplumbingsolutions@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Working to ensure boilers and their systems operate to their 

maximum efficiency 

RECYCLING BLUE BINS 

Did you know that you may order a second blue recycling bin for free.  For more 

information go to www.lichfielddc@gov.uk or telephone the waste and recycling team on 

0345 002 0022 between 8.45am and 5pm. 

 

Lichfield recycling centre is closed on Monday and Tuesday  

Rugeley recycling centre is closed on Wednesday and Thursday 

mailto:dcheatingandplumbingsolutions@hotmail.co.uk
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Free colouring pages of musical instruments. Source: freecoloringpages.co.uk 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
UPDATE 

 
The Parish Council has 
experienced many changes 
in personnel since the last 

edition of Longdon Life and the end of the 
last municipal year.   
 
We said thank you and farewell to 
Councillors Gina Duckett, Ann Fulwood, 
Brian Butler, Phil Couchman, Heather 
Meere, Ken Taylor and Chris Webb who 
had served the Council for a number of 
years, giving their time freely to enhance 
and improve the quality of life for all people 
living in our villages.  Their knowledge, 
experience and contributions to the 
community will be sorely missed.  We also 
said goodbye to our Parish Clerk, Ellen 
Bird at the end of March. 
 
However, we welcomed our new Parish 
Clerk Chris Gracey at the beginning of 
May, and new Councillors Gladys Crowe 
and most recently, Trevor Johnson.  
Despite the changes, we have still been 
busy dealing with new and ongoing issues 
which affect our parish, a few of which are 
highlighted below: 
 
Best Kept Village 2019 
Our annual entry into the BKV initiative 
was well-supported by villagers this year, 
with Gentleshaw also entering for the first 
time.  Private gardens and public spaces 
were blooming, despite the wet weather 
experienced in May when the judging 
period commenced.  The Parish Council 
extend a huge “thank you” to all residents 
who supported the BKV project this 
summer.  
 
Competition is certainly getting intense 
within the ‘Lichfield and Cannock Chase 
Area’ category as more local villages enter 
to compete each year.  All of our villages 
received ‘Highly Commended’, with our 
Longdon/Longdon Green entry receiving a 
new award from The Community 
Foundation of Staffordshire: ‘Award of 
Special Commendation for Consistent 

Participation, Effort and Achievement in 
BKV over 50 Years’.   
 
We hope that in 2020, we can build on our 
success this year and work with all 
community groups to put together a 
cohesive entry, with some early planning 
and organisation to establish roles for 
maintenance around the villages to keep 
them looking in tip-top condition during the 
May - July judging season. 
 
Longdon Village Post Box Removal 
Many villagers have raised the issue of the 
removal of the Post Box in Longdon village.  
Despite writing on numerous occasions to 
the Post Office, responses have 
commented that other post boxes are 
available within the parish to use.  
However, this does not consider our 
demographic, which includes many older 
residents who may struggle to access the 
nearest post box in High Street, which 
entails crossing the busy A51.  We have 
now written to our MP Michael Fabricant, to 
see if we can garner his support to re-
instate a post box within Longdon village.  
Fingers crossed he may be able to apply 
some pressure and see some positive 
action for us! 
 
A51 Footpaths between Rugeley and 
Lichfield 
Some residents have expressed concerns 
about the over-hanging vegetation blocking 
footpaths along the A51, hindering safe 
passage.  This has been an on-going issue, 
which has deteriorated over recent years 
due to a lack of maintenance by 
Staffordshire County Council and 
landowners of trees and hedges, and the 
blocking of footpaths by overgrown grass.  
While we are encouraged to walk and 
cycle, rather than drive, it is increasingly 
difficult when pathways are impassable.  A 
site visit took place in early October to 
assess the situation with a representative 
from Staffordshire County Council.  While 
we await the findings from this visit, we are 
also aware that Staffordshire faces huge 
pressure on its budget from social care 
needs within the county, where people 
have to be prioritised before environmental 
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improvements.  We will report back 
when we know more.  
 
 
Land purchase in Gentleshaw 
A small pocket of land in Gentleshaw 
(located opposite the Primary School) 
has been successfully purchased by 
Longdon Parish Council for a nominal 
fee.  This on-going purchase has 
culminated in the land transfer being 
signed and the land is now within the 
possession of the Parish Council, for us 
to maintain in the future. 
 
Parish Council Website 
We are aware that our website may not 
be accessible for all residents, 
particularly due to the poor visual colour 
contrast of text and background.  We 
are currently seeking advice on an 
upgrade to the system to bring it up to 
date and to meet the requirements of 
the Public Sector Bodies (Websites and 
Mobile Applications) (No.2) Accessibility 
Regulations 2018. 
 
YOUR LOCAL PARISH COUNCIL 
NEEDS YOU... 
Do you have an interest in the local 
community and can volunteer a few 
hours of your time a week?  Can you 
commit to attending a monthly meeting, 
usually the second Tuesday of the 
month?  
 
The Parish Council would love to 
welcome you as a potential new 
Councillor, contributing to the work of 
our small team, with the support of our 
Parish Clerk and Councillors from 
Lichfield District Council and 
Staffordshire County Council.   
 
Young or old, we would like to engage 
with all groups in our Parish to enhance 
the wellbeing of residents, improve the 
local environment, and deliver local 
services to benefit all within our villages. 
 
A taster of some of the things you could 
help us to oversee and act upon... 
 

Best Kept Village – maintain the 

village flower tubs? Adorn the bus 
shelters with bunting? Display 
notices on Parish noticeboards / in 
bus shelters? Organise the 
Children’s’ Poster Competition at our 
local schools?  Tidy our public areas 
ready for judging? 

 
Finance – award small grants to 

community groups?  Oversee the 
spending of the Council on annual 
expenses such as grass cutting and 
rubbish removal from the churches? 

 
Planning – take a keen interest in the 

planning applications within our 
Parish to maintain and enhance our 
villages within the guidelines of the 
Neighbourhood Plan and Local 
Plans? 

 
Footpaths and Highways – to take an 

interest in the maintenance of stiles, 
gates and footpaths for those who 
enjoy the beautiful countryside and 
walks around our Parish? 

 
Parishioner enquiries – following up on 

enquiries made, referring these for 
specialist advice to Lichfield District 
Council or Staffordshire County 
Council?  

All enquiries should be made in the first 
instance to our Parish Clerk Chris Gracey, 
who is available by telephone on 01543 
580313, email at longdonpc@outlook.com, 

 
or face-to-face in the WI Hall on the first 

Wednesday of each month between 
9.30am and 12 noon. 

 

Cllr. Helen Hulme,  
on behalf of Longdon Parish Council 

mailto:longdonpc@outlook.com
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St James CE Primary Academy  

'Growing and learning together with Faith' 

'Planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish.' Psalm 92:13. 
 

Our Vision: Together through faith we will aspire to grow in our understanding of 

ourselves, in our abilities and in our knowledge of God’s wonderful diverse world. 

The Summer term is always a particularly busy time of year in a school and this year was no 

exception. SATS, trips, performances and a visit from Ofsted kept us all on our toes! 

For the first time, we took the pupils in year 3 & 4 on a residential trip. Many had never been 

away from their parents before and the teachers were so proud of how well everyone did. The 

children made fire, tracked deer and had an amazing time – needless to say, they all slept very 

well when they got home! 

Class 4 enjoyed their usual 5 day residential at Shugborough despite the appalling weather. It 

rained all day every day but this did not dampen the spirits of our young adventurers who enjoyed 

canoeing, BMXing, trekking over Cannock Chase and lots of other activities. One of the children 

said ‘I had the best time ever!’ 

Our end of year play this year was Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and what a fantastic 

performance it was. Many of the leading roles were undertaken by our year 6 pupils who had 

grown both in stature and confidence since starting school and it was lovely to see them shine as 

their time at St James came to an end. 

The month of June saw our visit from Ofsted, who deemed us to continue to be ‘good’. The 

inspector spoke to both parents and pupils and confirmed that we have maintained a good quality 

of education. You can read our full report on the Ofsted website. 

We were really pleased with the excellent SATS results our pupils achieved this year. Almost all 

areas were above the national average across Early Years, and both Key Stages 1 & 2. The year 

6 reading result was a particular highlight with every pupil meeting the expected standard, with 

over a third of them achieving ‘greater depth’ (well above the national average).  

We have welcomed 17 new pupils in Class 1 this academic year who have all settled into school 

life really well and watched the transition of pupils moving up into their new classes seamlessly. I 

started by saying the Summer term is busy but looking at our diary, we got lots to look forward to 

this term too. We are already practising for our Harvest Festival, which, as in previous years, will 

be held at St James’ Church in October and soon after we will begin rehearsals for our Class 1 

and 2 Nativity which always proves to be a special time of the year.  

To find out what’s going on at St James Primary Academy you can read our weekly newsletter on 

the website (www. st-james.staffs.sch.uk) It’s full of information (and pictures) advising of what’s 

happening both in school and around the village.  

Finally, if you know of anyone with children due to start Reception in September 2020 please ask 

them to contact our school office (tel.  01543 490378 or email office@st-james.staffs.sch.uk) to 

arrange a visit, we are proud to show people around our school. 

 
 

mailto:office@st-james.staffs.sch.uk
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Foreign Correspondent…… 

Your Foreign Correspondent has been busy shuttling between Longdon and the 
Continent, keeping abreast of the exciting developments about Brexit. On his 
travels, he has been able to collect some further expressions which may come in 
handy in the ongoing political negotiations. Here they are: 

 

Fat as a Tunkey Pig” – in Dudley, Tunkey Pig became Towry Peeg (Tory Pig”) according to 
certain of the left leaning folk; St. Antony was the patron saint of pigs and “St. Antony’s pig 
became over the centuries “Stantony’s Pig” and then “Tunkey Pig”. 

« Gras comme un porc 

  

“Well, ar goot” (I’ll goo ter Brierley Hill”) – an expression of surprise; 

« Je suis bouche bé(e)            « Je suis estomaqué(e) 

  

“Squapson” – a buxom young woman – “’er’s a squapson, ay er” -  (she’s a squapson, isn’t 
she?”); 

« Avoir une forte poitrine 

«Il y a du monde au balcon [literal meaning – there are a lot of people on the balcony] 

« Il y a du monde au balcon, non?            « il y a un balcon des fleurs 

  

“Coxy” someone a bit too full of her own importance. “A squapson, an ers coxy wi it”; 

« D’être imbu(e) de soi-même 

« Elle a une forte poitrine. En plus, elle est imbue de soi-même. » 

 

“Dab” – a clip to the ear. “Yow bay tew beeg ter av yer ears dabbed!” – “you’re not too big to 
have your ears clipped”; 

« Une gifle            « Tu n’es pas trop grand(e) pour être giflé(e) 

  

“The Nine o’Clock Horses ‘ll cum for yer” – a phrase used to naughty children - not strictly Black 
Country, but rather from the East Midlands. Does anyone know a Black Country equivalent? 

« Le croquemitaine viendra te chercher. » [The bogeyman will come for you] 

« Le loup viendra te dévorer. » [The wolf will come to eat you up – less frightening perhaps?] 

  

“If yo kape on fadin yower fairce, yole be as big as Billy Bocker” – if you ate too much, this is 
how you might end up, but who was Billy Bocker? 

« Si tu manges trop ton ventre va exploser. 

  

“Fittle for Thort” – fit for thought. 

« C’est approprié. 

 

“My acknowledgement and thanks to Professor David Hughes and the Blackcountryman, the official magazine of 
the Black Country Society, in which publication his article and these expressions first appeared, and to my niece 
Juliet who kindly supplied the translations” 
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Which Council provides a service? 

 
 

When attempting to communicate with local government, some people are 

not sure which one to contact about particular issues. In this table we provide 

some pointers that may help you if you need to contact one of the local 

councils that serve our area. 

 

PARISH COUNCIL—contact the clerk, 01543 580313 

• Bus shelters 
• Some public benches 

• Recreational facilities 
• Car parks 

• Notice boards 
• Funding emptying of dog bins 

• Grass cutting on Parish Council land 
• Commenting on planning applications 
 
 

LICHFIELD DISTRICT COUNCIL—01543 250011 
• Coordinate and collect Council Tax 

• Environmental health 
• Housing benefits 

• Planning applications 
• Local plans 

• Arts and leisure 
• Public conveniences 

• Unclassified roads 

• Waste collection 
• Tree and listed building preservation 
 
 

STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL—0300 1118000 
• Education and youth employment 

• Transport 
• Social services 

• Some planning applications 
• Strategic local plans 

• Recreation, arts and museums 
• Roads and pavements including blocked drains and any hazards 

• Grass cutting of highway verges and islands 
• Waste disposal 

• Street lights, signs and traffic lights 
• Footpaths 


