Longdon Life Winter 2015
From: Kevin Morgan
Chairman Longdon Parish Council

Firstly, on behalf of the Parish Council may I wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a safe and happy 2016.
When compared to the cities and countries experiencing tragic, and horrific events, we are
so fortunate that Longdon Parish is a relative haven of tranquillity, However, I do realise that
within our Parish there will be individuals and families with very real challenges. On behalf of
the Parish we extend our thoughts to you, and if support is required, please do make sure
you also request help from within the Parish.
I was recently asked by a Parishioner, what is the relevance of the Parish Council to their
life? I consider this a great question, which I really did appreciate being asked. My answer is
as follows.
Our role is to listen to you, our Parishioners, to establish what is required, and take action
accordingly.
During recent months the Parish Council has successfully worked with Staffordshire County
Council (SCC) Highways to introduce measures to prevent lorries overnighting in local laybys. We are currently pursuing SCC for alternative bus services, and we are working with
SCC Highways on an acceptable traffic calming proposal for Upper Longdon. The
Neighbourhood Plan has also been established using Parishioners views. In addition, we
continue to maintain the appearance of the Parish, e.g. caring for the green in Longdon and
Longdon Green, plus various other key areas, footpaths and bridleways. Lastly, all planning
applications are considered by the Parish Council, which provides us with the major
opportunity to express sound opinions to Lichfield District Council (LDC). All of these actions
are aligned with the needs of Parishioners.
We are also fortunate to have regular attendance at our meetings of both SCC Councillor
Martyn Tittley, and LDC Councillor Ian Pritchard.
However, is this enough? We will ensure that we continue to improve how the Parish Council
operates, but we also need you the Parishioners to make best use of the Parish Council.
How?.. you may ask. Firstly, you are most welcome to attend all meetings of the Parish
Council. Each meeting is required to have a standing agenda item for Public participation,
during which you can air your views. Recently we have seen Parishioners attending to apply
pressure concerning the poor bus services, and also in regard to the traffic calming proposal
for Upper Longdon.
Additionally, there are eleven Councillors, so please ensure that you know who they are, and
bring your concerns to their attention. There are also various ways to contact the Parish
Council – via the Parish Council website, various emails addresses and telephone numbers.
On a wider note, as the budgets in LDC and SCC become increasingly difficult, with
corresponding impacts on their services, the requirement for Parish Councils to increase
their contribution and effectiveness will grow. This is both challenging and exciting, and we
know that Longdon Parish Council has the opportunity to agitate, shape and deliver services
in the Parish.
To help us improve further, we have recently appointed Mrs Hilary Goodreid as ‘Clerk and
Responsible Financial Officer’ to the Parish Council. Welcome to Hilary and we do hope
Hilary settles in quickly, and starts to enjoy her role.
Finally, this is the first edition produced by Glenys Beveridge, therefore on behalf of the
Parish, may I extend our thanks and congratulations to Glenys.
On behalf of the Parish Council thankyou for your support, and we look forward to meeting
you in the near future.
Kevin R Morgan

Neighbourhood Plan for Longdon Parish.
The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group (NPWG) continues to make good progress under
the leadership of Gina Duckett. This has recently culminated in an Executive Summary
which was distributed to all households, and a draft Neighbourhood Plan. The plan was
placed around the Parish, and was available on request, and also placed on the website.
In addition, three public meetings have been recently held. Two were held at Longdon
Village Hall and one at Gentleshaw School. The engagement was high quality with many
demanding questions being raised, with a pleasing attendance from Gentleshaw.
All feedback regarding the draft plan will be consolidated, and considered for inclusion in an
amended plan. Next steps will be communicated by the team, and will include reengagement with stakeholders for further consultation on the draft plan.
Annual Assembly 2016
I would like to continue to position the 2016 Parish Assembly as an event for the whole
Parish, which is its official purpose.
The Parish Council Communications team will be approaching the various Parish
organisations, clubs, societies, to lead a joint approach for creating a suitable agenda and
making suitable arrangements.
Winter Travel
GRITTING – In Winter Staffordshire County Council routinely salt main A and B roads as
part of our primary gritting network. This helps ensure major links across the county are kept
open. You can see the roads covered on the precautionary network by looking at the
interactive GRITTING ROUTE MAP on the Staffordshire County Council website.
During prolonged freezing temperatures or snow the army of gritters aim to salt an extended
network. In order to keep the road network moving in Staffordshire the Highways Team has
a number of sophisticated tools and equipment including:
*42 gritters and snow ploughs
*Salt bins/piles
*More than 23,000 tonnes of salt
*9 ice prediction weather stations
Driving in Winter
Gritters do a fantastic job keeping the roads clear of snow and ice. However, it is worth
remembering that gritting doesn’t magically make ice or snow disappear. It is crucial that
everyone takes extra care on the roads in the winter and drive to the conditions. Take a look
at the Staffordshire County Council WINTER DRIVING GUIDE if you need to make a journey
in wintery conditions.

Helping to Clear Snow and Ice
Staffordshire County Council winter operations also supports people to clear snow and ice
themselves. The provide advice and grit for a number of volunteer ICE BUSTERS who clear
pathways in Staffordshire. You can volunteer or find out more about the ICE BUSTERS
scheme on their website. They also have guidance for people who want to clear snow and
ice themselves and their interactive GRITTING ROUTE MAP also has details where you can
find GRIT BINS for public highways.
Contact Us – If you notice a problem with a path or road, you can REPORT IT ONLINE
or let YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS KNOW

Letter from the (new) editor,
It is always difficult to follow in the footsteps of someone when they have been doing a job for such
a long time, but I thought to myself, “How hard can it be? I have a background in newspapers”
But then again I was a mere advertising rep, and it transpires that the task of editor is a wee bit more
difficult. Suddenly my grandiose ideas went from “I can do that” to “I need an army of roving
reporters to do that!”
And so, as I take on the magazine, my hat (or editor visor) is duly tipped to you Allen. Thank you
on behalf of the Parish for editing/reporting/producing our village magazine.
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To advertise your business or event in Longdon Life, please contact The Clerk To The Council,
Hilary Goodreid via email longdonpc@outlook.com or write to her at Longdon Parish Council, PO
Box 17056, Sutton Coldfield. B73 9YL
To reserve advertising space email longdonlife.editor@gmail.com
All submissions are subject to Parish Council approval, their decision is final.

B/W corner £5.00

Advertising rates are:
Quarter page £7.50 Half page £15.00

Full page £30

The next issue will be Spring time. Copy deadline will be 1st March, 2016

The articles and comments published in
Longdon Life do not necessarily
represent the views of the Parish
Council.
Published by Longdon Parish Council.
Editor Glenys Beveridge
longdonlife.editor@gmail.com

The Parish Council do not endorse any
advertisement but encourage
parishioners to support local businesses.
When contacting an advertiser, please
tell them that you have seen their
advertisement in Longdon Life.

Longdon Cricket Club
Although we have now finished the cricket season, since the last Longdon Life edition
the club has played nine matches and won as many as we lost, including a victory over
Abbots Bromley, which is always particularly satisfactory. The weather at the back end
of the season was a great deal better than in the early part and we played all matches
over the final 8 or 9 weeks.
Once the playing season was over the cleaning and re-decorating of the pavilion began
and as a reward for all our hard work we took ourselves to Edgbaston to see England v
Australia at the one day international and held a ten pin bowling night in Walsall.
The 12th and 13th of September Cricket Tour took us to Hay on Wye. Two matches had been arranged and a
thoroughly good time – both playing and drinking – was had by all.
October 20th was Presidents Day. We began with a hearty breakfast at The Swan With Two Necks. Then
two teams were selected from the players and they played each other in a two innings match. The first
innings was played in the morning after breakfast and the second innings in the afternoon after lunch at The
Red Lion. It was a close match, the winning side finishing just 25 runs ahead.
Perhaps of more important to the club was Presentation Day, held at The Ruby in Lichfield on Friday
October 23rd when awards for the seasons performances were given as follows,
BEST BATTING AVERAGE went to MATT TAYLOR
BEST BOWLING AVERAGE went to NICK LEE
MOST WICKETS TAKEN went to ROB STODDARD
PLAYERS PLAYER voted for on the night was awarded to CHRIS GIBBONS
Chris is our fixture secretary who is a great team man as well.
There are one or two further activities planned before next season with ‘nets’ starting in March.
Anyone who would like to play cricket for the club next season, please contact me on 01543 491155.
We welcome youngsters as well as older players, indeed some of our players joined as school lads and are
still with us some 15years later!
We at Longdon Cricket Club wish everyone a very happy Christmas

David La Trobe, President

Babies and tots, bring your mum, dad, carer to

Jam Club at
St James Church
And we get to play with different toys and make new friends

Tea and songs and rhymes and craft.
A warm welcome to new and expectant mums. Come along for mutual support
2pm – 3.30pm every Monday in term time
For further detail contact Pam Cherry, 01543 490194

Pre-Order Your Christmas Turkey and all the trimmings
For collection Christmas Eve
Bronze Free Range turkeys, traditionally reared locally, fed on natural ingredients
Farmer is a member of the “Traditional Farm Fresh Turkey Association”
And from our local Chase butcher; boned & rolled turkey breasts any size, joints of meats,
local boiled ham and other cold meats, pork pies, sausage rolls, chipolatas, bacon, sausages, pigs in blankets and more
options available all year round too.
Small portions or large quantities for dinner party of 12 or more and everything in between.
Selection of cheeses, fresh fruit & vegetables

Party Dresses & Suits
Dry Cleaned
By Cherringtons
In/Out usually Tues/Fri Fri/Tues
LAUNDRY SERVICE &
ALTERATIONS Pop in and get a price list.

HOME DELIVERY SERVICE
ALL YEAR ROUND
to all the Longdons on orders over £20
(exclusive of tobacco and alcohol)

Please ask for details
HEALTH LOTTERY TICKETS - BUY YOURS HERE
Chip&Pin CASH WITHDRAWAL DURING POST OFFICE OPENING HOURS

IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT One4All gift vouchers for high street shops & stores inc;
Debenhams, B&Q, Mothercare, Boots, Argos, & many others available from the post office

A very merry Christmas and
prosperous new year to all, From
Eva, Barry,
Annika & Nigel
LONGDON POST OFFICE &

STORE
11 Brook End, Longdon.
WS15 4PB

01543 490394

MOBILE LIBRARY VISTS
Please consider using
this village service
operated by Staffordshire County Council to help
keep it running.
Great for the children to visit too.

Longdon
Green

Longdon

It stops at the following places on the dates of
2015 DECEMBER 9th and 30TH.
2016 JANUARY 20th
FEBRUARY 10th
and 23rd MARCH
13th APRIL

2nd

Upper
Longdon

Hill Top

10.30 10.50

Village Green

10.55 11.05

Post Office &
Store

11.15 11.45

High Street

11.50 12.05

Upper Way

12.15 12.30

Longdon Over 60’s Club
The 2015 programme for the Club has been both varied and interesting for our
members.
We were treated to a very interesting and interactive talk by Bob Park from
Armitage Birds of Prey, about owls who came to visit us at the Village Hall.
Members were able to hold the owls, some of whom were stars in their own right
having starred in the Harry Potter Movies!
Another interesting talk was given on hedgehog rescue which gave us an insight into
the lives of these lovely creatures.
George Lamb treated us to a wonderful photographic talk about the Isle of Isla which
is famous for its whisky distilleries. A really interesting talk and beautifully
photographed.
In July a lovely afternoon tea was held at the home of Mr and Mrs. Howells in Upper
Longdon.
Three coach trips were organised this year. We had a day in Chester and a day in
Newark on Trent, two interesting and very different places to visit. We also went to
visit Chatsworth House in November to see the house decorated for Christmas.
All trips were well supported and enjoyed by Members.
We will end the year with the Christmas party in the school hall on 12th December,
which is open to all over 60’s living in Longdon. If you would like to join us for a jolly
afternoon please contact Sue or Sandra before 8th December.
Our new year will begin on January 12th with a beetle drive in the W.I. hall at 2.30pm.
New members are always welcome and the subscription is only £10 for a full year,
plus a small charge for outings.
For more information please call:
Sue Carter, Chairman
Tel: 07779 789590
Sandra Baker, Secretary Tel: 01543 490787

Longdon Open Gardens Saturday 4th and
Sunday 5th June 2016.
Organised by St James Church.
If you would like to open your garden and be part of this
wonderful community event on these
two afternoons please contact…….
Val Shand 492662 or Allen Juxon. 490418
A meeting will take place in January to make plans.

The summer meetings of the Longdon Branch have been exciting, interesting and informative.
We have welcomed speakers from a wide spectrum and also enjoyed a memorable musical
evening.
On a warm summer evening in July we visited ‘Tanglewood Garden’ in Colwich where
Dennis and Helen Wood guided us through their delightful garden. Each tiny area had
something special to be enjoyed – from fragrances and fairies, chickens, exotic flowers and
shrubs, to country garden favourites – and finally delicious cakes with hot and cold drinks.
Due to an unexpected cancellation by a speaker we were treated to a ‘prickly’ evening
with a rescued hedgehog. He came with his rescuer Joan Lockley who changed our
vision of a lice infested prickly ball into a gardeners friend to be coaxed and cosseted.
Imagine 25 ladies cooing and stroking a hedgehog!!!
Mac Joseph recalled life in the ‘back to back’ houses in Birmingham in the 20’s and
30’s. His illustrated talk drew gasps of dismay to see how filthy the conditions were and how
precarious life was for the children. Members visited the houses later in the month and Mac
was able to guide them and describe life in more detail.
Our local celebrity auctioneer Richard Winterton came to talk to us and enlightened us
both to the now very complicated life of the auctioneer with buyers in the sale room, on the
phones and on the internet all bidding at the same time, and to being part of the popular
Bargain Hunt programme. All is never quite as it appears on the screen!
We had a particularly enjoyable evening being entertained by the Burton Accordion
Orchestra with their musical director Stan Schofield. We listened, we hummed, we sang
and we applauded. Then we enjoyed a fish and chip supper. It was a memorable occasion.
We now anticipate our Christmas meeting and our birthday celebrations in January.
Why not come and join us? You would be most welcome.
We are based in the centre of Longdon Village in Ford Lane, and meet the first
Wednesday in every month.

For further information contact: 01543 493623 - Wendy

LONGDON VILLAGES COMMUNITY GROUP

Raising funds to support the local community

The aim of the LVCG group is to bring about more community cohesion by organising village events and
raising funds to help support local organisations and residents.
The group has been in existence for approximately 2 years and its membership includes members of local
organisations such as the WI, Over Sixties Club, St James C of E Church and School, The PTFA and other
individuals who just want to get involved in Village life. There is no restriction on the number of members
who can join and people are welcome to opt in or out depending on their individual preferences and the
projects being developed.
Since its inception the group has organised a number of successful events. In December 2013, they
commenced their activities with their first Christmas Sing-a-long at St James C of E Primary School when
tickets sold like hot cakes - unfortunately many people had to be turned away as the event was a complete
sell out! This was followed by a second equally successful sing along in December 2014. There have also
been two tremendous Summer Fayres when the LVCG joined forces with the school's PTFA, these proved
to be a great success, helped by the warm and sunny weather and the wonderful support that was given by
the staff of St James and other organisations from the village.
Over the past year, over £1000 has been raised which has enabled the group to make donations to a number
of village organisations which have included: Longdon Village Pre-school, St James Church Jam Club,
Christmas puddings for the Over Sixties Christmas lunch, Christmas presents for the children attending the
Sing-a-long, St James C of E School, Longdon Guides, The Poppy appeal and 2 Village Guiders towards
their funds for The Guides Canadian Jamboree.
The group are once again commencing their Christmas activities with a Sing-a-long on Wednesday 9th
December to be held at the local Village Hall. Tickets will be going on sale in mid November, so please get
your tickets early to join in the fun – available from St James School, Longdon Post Office and The Swan
with Two Necks.
Local Photographers have kindly donated photograph of the local area for Longdon Village Christmas cards
which will be on sale at various venues leading up to Christmas - please keep a look out for them!
There are a number of exciting events in the process of being arranged including a Valentine's Ball and a
Village Tea Party to celebrate the Queen's 90th Birthday!
We would love to hear from you….if you would like to be involved or would like to make a funding request,
then please contact Joan Fox on 07967 140288 or speak to Eva in Longdon Post Office.

Joan Fox

Longdon Flower Club
Longdon Flower Club is a small friendly Club serving the Parish of
Longdon and surrounding area. We welcome people of any age or
ability. It is open to everyone who wishes to learn the art of flower
arranging or simply wishes to meet up with like minded people.
Our resident demonstrator, Hannah from Ivison Florist in Lichfield, inspires us with her
new and exciting floral arrangements.
No experience is necessary as there is always help at hand for new members and visitors
who will be made very welcome.
Outings to gardens of interest are also organised for one of the summer months.
Flower Club Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7.30 p.m. in the
WI Hall.
For more information please contact Irene 490135 or Carol 490888.

The Royal British Legion,
Longdon Branch
As reported in the last issue of
Longdon Life, the branch here in
Longdon has had to close.

The Yoga class on Monday evenings
at 7.15pm has been bursting at the
seems lately so I am offering to
provide an extra class from January
It will be

Yoga for Beginners and Families
and will be Mondays
6pm-7pm
At Longdon Village Hall

Our membership after 80 years had
dropped to just a few,
An official ceremony to lay up the
branch Standard will be held in the new
year to which everyone is invited.
Details will be on the village notice
boards.

x

x
x

Ideal if you have never done any yoga
before and feel unsure about joining the
later class
Ideal opportunity to do an activity
together with your child
Ideal for youngsters who are coping with
the stresses of exams
Ideal time to promote a restful sleep
after a busy day at the start of the week.
Val

Thank you to everyone who, over the
years, have donated to the branch,
often in memory of a loved one.

x

Your donations were used to help
veterans of all ages within the parish or
County and the funds that are held in
branch at the closing of the accounts
will be forwarded to County to be used

Cost £6.00 (or £20 for 4 weeks)
Parent and Child £8.50 (or £30 for 4 weeks)
(Minimum age 10)

Please text or email if you are interested in
either class. Classes start Monday 11th Jan
valpassey@yahoo.com
07737272085

YOUR LOCAL, RELIABLE
WINDOW CLEANER
Based in the village you
can depend on a reliable
and friendly service, giving you a top
class professional job.
No Streaks, No Smears - Just

Rose&Teal
REALLY GREAT
DECORATORS
LONGDON, RUGELEY
BRIAN & MAXINE CRADDOCK

GLEAMING WINDOWS!
And my price includes the frames and sills

Other Services
Cleaning out gutters – it’s best to get
this done soon now that leaves have
dropped and avoid overflowing gutters
when the winter rain comes.
Washing and cleaning of guttering,
soffits and fascia’s etc.
For a quotation, please call Neil
01543 493287 or 07962 979 243

EXPERIENCED INTERIOR
AND EXTERIOR PAINTING &
DECORATING SPECIALISTS
TELEPHONE 07592 541396
OR 01543 492835
ROSEANDTEAL@BTINTERNET.COM

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ROSEANDTEAL

Wanted
Since the last issue of Longdon Life we welcome
new babies…
Max Ian Arthur
Megan Rose
Amelia Lily

PRENATAL YOGA
with other mums -to -be
At Longdon Village hall
Thursdays 7.30-8.30pm
Enquiries: valpassey@yahoo.com
07737272085 Join any time
What do mums say…
“During my pregnancy yoga helped me tune in
to my body.. I can’t recommend it enough!”
“The relaxation breathing was the only thing I
used as pain relief.”

For the
STRETCH AND RELAX CLASS
On Mondays
10.30-11.30am
At Longdon Village Hall

More people
to come along and enjoy an hour of
stretching, movement, breathing and
relaxation techniques followed by a cuppa.
Use it or Lose it
Low numbers may force the class to close.
After the Christmas break it might be just
what you need to blow the cobwebs away
and improve your fitness. It’s a sociable
and fun class too.
Please get in touch to book in or turn up
the first week
th

Mon Jan 11

£4.50 weekly or £16 for 4 weeks

Val 01543 490681

St James The Great, Longdon
Dear Friends,
How do you feel about change? Your response to that question will be an individual one,
reflecting your life experiences and your personality.
For example, some people find the idea of moving house every few years is an exciting one.
The challenge of settling into a new community, the opportunity to buy new soft furnishings!
For others, the thought of all the sorting out and the sheer time and effort needed to move
home is just too much.
I fall very much into the first camp – I see the positives and embrace them. Which is just as well,
because as stipendiary clergy it is part of my vocation to move more frequently than many other
folks. My husband John stands firmly in the second category – he likes to put down roots and
ease himself into the life of the neighbourhood.
Now this isn’t the beginnings of me telling you that I am leaving – I hope to stay with Longdon
and Christ Church Lichfield for a good while yet. But I do want to inform you about changes
that will be happening to our church services from next January.
As you may know, since before I came to the parishes Revd David Newsome has regularly led
worship for us. He and his wife Jane have now left the diocese, and so we as a church family
have had to think and pray about our best way forward. We were most unlikely to be able to
find another priest as loving and supportive as David who could regularly supply the cover he
did. So we had to ask ourselves, did we want a variety of clergy, with whom we may have no
prior relationship, turning up on the occasional Sunday to take a service and go?
Or should we look for another solution, a new way of worshipping together that doesn’t need a
member of the clergy to lead it?
This is what we have decided to do. So from January next year our worship on the first Sunday
of the month will not be a Communion service. On January 3rd it will be a Covenant Service, an
opportunity to affirm again for ourselves our baptismal promises.
And then from February 7th we shall start Celebration Praise, a shorter service which is suitable
for all ages. It is our hope to strength our already strong links to St James School by inviting the
choir to come and sing for us on special occasions, and also to engage further with the families
who come to Messy Church.
Change isn’t always easy, but in the church as in our wider lives, sometimes it is necessary.
At St James we see the coming months as an opportunity to engage with our community in a
new and exciting way. So if you have children, grandchildren, nephews and nieces, or even if
you don’t; please do come along and support these new services. We are here to be Christ’s
family together, and families come in many different shapes and sizes, so all are welcome.
There will be more information about the Covenant Service and Celebration Praise on display in
the villages nearer the time.
And why not worship with us over the Christmas period too? Below is a list of our services
during the festive season, and you are very welcome to join us for any of these.
The Churchwardens, congregation and I send you every blessing for a Peaceful Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
God bless you all,

Jan

You are warmly invited to join your local church as we celebrate the Christmas
Season together.
Our Christmas services are listed below, and we would be delighted to see you at any
of these. They are your opportunity to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas, the
birth of Christ.
I would particularly like to draw your attention to the
Birthday Service at 4p.m. on Christmas Eve.
We would be very grateful if you could bring present for a young person (aged between 16 and
24) with you to the service; these will be distributed to residents of Aelfgar House in Rugeley,
one of the local charities we support.
Thank you for your generosity.
St James Christmas Services for 2015:
Thursday 10th December

Christingle Service with local children

9.30am

Friday 18th December

St James School Christmas Service

2.00pm

Sunday 20th December
“
“

Holy Communion
Family Communion
Community Carol Service

8.00am
11.00am
6.00pm

Thursday 24th December
“

Birthday Service
Midnight Mass

4.00pm
11.00pm

Friday 25th December
“

Holy Communion
Family Communion

8.00am
11.00am

Sunday 27th December

Family Communion

11.00am

YOU ARE VERY WELCOME TO JOIN US AT ST JAMES
FOR ANY OF THESE SERVICES

LONGDON GUIDES ARE OFF TO CANADA
Alice Worth and Katey Dawson who will be representing Longdon Guides and Staffordhshire
Guides on an International Girlguiding trip to Canada in June 2016.
They have been very busy with fund raising over the summer months from sitting in a pool of
baked beans and custard and running a fun water games at the St James Village fair, holding
game nights for other Brownie units in the local area, supermarket bag packs and The Village
duck races.
They would like to make a special mention to Longdon Parochial Trust, The Village communtity
group for their generous donations and also to Mr & Mrs Passey, Mr & Mrs Beveridge and Mr &
Mrs Grew for there continued support of the Guides when they run the duck race in the Village
brook.

LONGDON FRIENDS OF ST GILES HOSPICE

The ‘CHETFEST’ music festival at the Chetwynd Arms on
22nd August was a great success and was thoroughly enjoyed by those
who attended. Local tribute band CHASING SHADOWS gave a
fantastic performance and an iced cake which was made by Lynn Rogers
was raffled and then put up for auction. There was so much going on, too
much to mention here, but ask anyone who came, and they will tell you
what a great day it was.
My sincere thanks to Nicola and Gary, to everyone who helped and to
everyone who came – together we raised a fantastic £2,200.00
Handing over the cheque to Gladys Crowe are Neil Hutchings, Bill Jackson, Jeremy Johnson, Gary Hooker,
Nicola Thomas and Gary Thomas. (Photo courtesy George Lamb

Bucket Collections at Tesco’s in July and
collection on 11th December at Tesco –
their time to help on this day, please do get

The MUST BANQUET on 6th October was yet
another most amazing fund raiser for the hospice.
The generosity of MUST management in hosting
this event is so very much appreciated and together
with everyone who bought a ticket and attended the

August have raised £710 and there will another
Lichfield. If anyone is able to give an hour or two of
in touch with me.

By the time you are reading this, the Christmas
coffee morning will have taken place, thank you to
everyone who came and bought something. The
amount raised will have been added to the fund and
announced on the notice boards.

event, an incredible £1000.00 has been added
to the Friends fund.

I am so pleased to be able to announce that (at the time of going to press)
Longdon Friends of St Giles Hospice have raised

£5,475.50

May I take this opportunity to wish everyone A Happy Christmas and New Year
And many thanks for your continued support

Gladys Crowe, Chair
gcoaklodge@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS AT
THE CHETWYND ARMS
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS TO ENJOY A WONDERFUL
CHRISTMAS FAYRE MENU.
2 course daytime menu is £14.75pp and for children £7.50pp
Or enjoy a 3 course menu for £18.75pp and £10.00pp for children
Our evening 2 course menu is £18.75pp and £9.00pp for children
And the 3course is £21.95pp and the children £12.00pp
This is a very popular menu and reservations are essential

Telephone 01543 490266
December LIVE MUSIC AT THE CHET…..Saturday 5th MACCADEE….
Saturday 12th CHASING SHADOWS…..Friday 18th STONE COLD SOBER…ish
Christmas Opening Times
Christmas Eve Bar 12noon - 10.30pm Restaurant 12noon - 6pm
Christmas Day Bar 11am - 2pm
Restaurant 1pm - 5pm now fully booked
Boxing Day
Bar 12noon - 10.30pm Restaurant 12noon to 2pm and from 6pm to 9pm

BOXING DAY Doggy Doodle Walk
come and join us at 10am to blow all the Christmas cobwebs away.
Everyone is welcome - if you don’t have a dog borrow one of ours :-)
Mulled wine on arrival then back to the pub for drinks at 12pm
27th December Bar 12noon - 10.30pm
Restaurant 12noon to 5pm
28th, 29th, 30th Dec Bar 12noon - 12mdn
Restaurant 12noon - 2pm then 6pm - 9pm

New Years Eve
Bar 12noon- 5.30pm
Restaurant noon till 3pm

Then 8pm until late
70’s 80’s music ‘Dress to Impress’
Buffet

New Years Day
Bar 12noon - 10.30pm

Restaurant opens 11am
Breakfast Brunch menu
perfect hangover cure

2016 SAVE THE DATE,

will be in our house

FRIDAY 29TH JANUARY

up close & personal
£20pp including 3 course meal
only 40 tickets available

Mark ELVIS Clay

1st LONGDON GUIDES
LONGDON GUIDES RETURNED WITH A BUSY START TO THE GUIDE YEAR.

We entered the Bell Boat Regatta at Manor Park Sailing
Park in Kings Bromley. Races are run against the clock
and other teams over a short course. We did our selves
proud and “WON THE DAY” while looking very stylish in
our jellyfish themed hats.

After all the excitement of the Women’s World cup we thought it was
time to show our support for our local ladies team. This was a family
event and we had a great day out and helped Aston Villa Ladies celebrate
A WIN!

Bonfire, BBQ and Fireworks for November 5th and it was all on our regular
THURSDAY NIGHT. We had a great night at Beaudesert Camp site at their
regular Bonfire night with amazing fireworks and two of our new guides
took their promise with real style.

WHO KNOWS WHAT WE’LL GET UP TO OVER THE NEXT FEW TERMS
longdonguides@hotmail.co.uk

1st LONGDON BROWNIES
The Brownies have returned for another year with
some new faces joining us.
Over the last 12 months we have welcomed two new
owls to Longdon brownies. SNOWIE OWL &
BOSTIN OWL and also welcomed back GLITTER
OWL from her University course for the summer
term.

Sadly Owls also fly away sometimes and it was time
for CRAZY OWL to leave us. She had been with us
for over 4 years and we have had some super CRAZY
fun adventures and a few tears which have all come
from laughing too much. She will be missed greatly
and has asked to be invited to any special events we
hold at Longdon Brownies.
We are very excited to welcome our newest owl to our Longdon Owl family
MONKEY OWL.
The Brownies have already been singing around the village to celebrate
November 5th with some magical safe fireworks. We have a special trip
planned for Xmas to BUILD A BEAR which all the girls are very excited
about.

KOOKABURRA OWL longdonbrownies@hotmail.co.uk

Lynn Marshall M.A.R.
Reflexology
I have been practicing Reflexology for 20years and I have seen the
benefits this ancient holistic healing therapy has had on people in this
hectic world in which we live.
With ever increasing levels of stress, it is important for people to take more responsibility for
their own healthcare needs. Reflexology may be one of the ways to mitigate the stresses of
modern life.

I am also trained by The British Institute for Allergy and Environmental
Therapy to identify and help with allergic reactions to help you take control of
your allergic conditions using homeopathic remedies and non-invasive testing
If you are feeling stressed, tired or just in need of ‘something’ come and talk to me and see if
Reflexology or Allergy Testing can benefit you
MY GIFT VOUCHERS make perfect gifts for Christmas
SPECIAL OFFER
£5 discount throughout January, 2016 simply quote Longdon Life when booking

For more details, please telephone Lynn 0789 623 9288 or 01543 490381
Email Lmarshall381@btinternet.com

To all our new residents who have moved into the Parish since the last publication of
LONGDON LIFE – WELCOME.
There are many and varied organisations and clubs run in the
Villages, and most have a report in this edition. In addition the
local inns, The Swan With Two Necks, The Chetwynd Arms, The
Red Lion on the Green and Longdon Club & Institute as well as our
two Churches have regular events and live music.
We hope you will enjoy living here, find a new hobby in the
villages and make many new friends.

Longdon Villages Community Group specially commissioned village
Christmas cards are now available.
All profits will go to the Longdon Villages Community Group Fund
Please buy a pack or two and support your local community.

FESTIVE WALK
From
The Swan With Two Necks,
Longdon
Sunday 27th December 2015 at 11am
All proceeds to support the work of the
Midlands Air Ambulance

The walk will be across fields and tracks
so please wear suitable footwear and
clothing…
Please come and bring your friends
Dogs and children are welcome if
accompanied by a responsible adult
Donations please on the day
For further details please telephone
Lynn Marshall 01543 490381

LONGDON WALKING CLUB
Why not come and join our friendly walking group for walks every second
Tuesday at 10.30am
Meet at The Swan With Two Necks car park (by kind permission of the
Landlady).
Walks are fairly easy and usually last around 90 to 120 mins and are either local or car share
to surrounding local areas.
Our January 2016 walk will be held on Tuesday 5th January, 2016,
which will be our 1st birthday!
Happy Birthday to all our regular walkers and
thank you all for your support over the last 12 months.

For more information please contact Irene 490135 or Lynn 490847

Christmas Coffee Morning
Christmas Cake Raffle,
Christmas 'bring
and buy' stall,
Homemade
produce.
in St James Church
Wednesday 9th December
10.45 - 12.15
Coffee and Mince Pie £2

CHIROPODY SERVICES
Paul Adams Chiropodist
Dip.Pod.M M.Ch.S

Clinic and Home Visits
Telephone
01543 274166

For the children, colour your own page

TO…………………………………………………………………Love From…………………………………………………………………

It’s FREE & it’s FUN & it’s at St James Church, Longdon
Family friendly fun in Longdon’s historic church
Crafts, creativity, songs, dance, friendship and a hot meal
All families welcome, you do not need to be ‘church goer’ to come along
4pm-6pm on the 3rd Saturday in the month
Want to know a bit more? email messy@stjames-longdon.org.uk

Christ Church, Gentleshaw
17 Bradwell Lane, Cannock Wood,
Rugeley.WS15 4RW
Tel: 01543 670739
Our regular Sunday Services are held
Morning service 9.45am
Evening service 6.30pm
Our Christmas week services are
Carol Service with nine lessons and carols
Sunday 20th December at 6.30pm
Christingle
Service
on
Thursday 24th December at
5pm bring the children, bring
your friends, a family service
for everyone

Domestic carpet cleaning
and soft furnishings
Upholstery and leather cleaning
Cathedral Chem-Dry is independently
owned and operated by Neil and Sarah
Weyham. Our business has been trading
since September 1991, during which time
the business has developed on repeat and
recommendation customers

Spot Remover and
Stain Extinguisher products

Christmas Eve Holy Communion 11pm
Christmas Day Holy Communion BCP
25th December at 8.30am
Christmas Day 10am Holy Communion

For your FREE no obligation
quotation call 01543 418 811
Email:
nicepeople@cathedralchemdry.co.uk

Sunday 27th December there will be a
9.45am service only
Everyone is most welcome to join us

LAST POSTING
DATES FOR UK
INLAND
SERVICES
Saturday 19 Dec
2nd Class and
Royal Mail Signed For®
Monday 21 Dec
1st Class and
Royal Mail Signed For®

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND A
HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ONE AND ALL

Wednesday 23 Dec Royal Mail
Special Delivery Guaranteed ®
Information on overseas last posting
dates and other Post Office Services is
available from Longdon Village Post
Office

WOULD YOU LIKE HELP TO CLEAN YOUR HOME?
WE ARE A FAMILY RUN AND FRIENDLY CLEANING COMPANY
WHO CAN TAILOR MAKE A SERVICE GIVING YOU
JUST WHAT YOU WANT
From a 2hours a day to a full day,
You can have a regular weekly, fortnightly or monthly service
Top to Bottom – Room by Room
Kitchens deep cleaned using the power of steam

Book now for your Winter and Spring Cleans – let us do the hard work so you
can sit back and enjoy the results!

DOMESTICARE CLEANING
Call today for a chat and tell us what you need. We are fully insured and very reliable.

Telephone John or Lynda 01889 585867 or 07783832758
Or email Lynda.morris@live.co.uk for further information
We look forward to your call
Also available, Landlord pre & post tenant deep cleans
Static and Mobile homes – freshen up your living space with our help

VALENTINE’S BALL
Home-To-School Travel
for Over 16’s
Increased travel charges
The Longdon Parochial
Charities Trust
Registered Charity 220316

Longdon Villages Community
Group are planning to hold a
Valentine’s Ball on 13th February
2016 in the Village Hall.

The Trustees would like to
hear from parents of over 16’s for whom
the increased charges for home-to-school
travel will cause financial hardship.

So Save the Date

All letters will be treated in strict
confidence.
Please write to;

When responding to advertisers,
please remember to say you saw their
advertisement in Longdon Life

The Chairman, Parochial Charities,
18 Church Way, Longdon,

Rugeley, Staffs. WS15 4PG

GENTLESHAW W.I.
Like all WIs we have had a very busy and enjoyable year celebrating
the National Centenary.
January
We enjoyed a speaker from Shugborough who gave us a very interesting talk on
'The Life and Times of Lord Lichfield' We found that there is a lot more to know about
the late Patrick who is missed by the staff of the house for his personal love of
Shugborough. We also decided to take part in the County Centenary Challenge.
February
We learned how to knit and crochet on giant needles from Ingrid Wagner of Milford
whose talk was entitled 'From Russia with Love and Big Knitting'. Our results were
mixed to say the least but we had an entertaining evening. We again entered a team
for The County Quiz but were unable to repeat our triumph of last year. However we
had a great evening of fun and laughter and were relieved that others found the
questions tricky!
March
We enjoyed a very well presented talk by Patsie Jarman entitled 'Ladies of The
Close'. We knew that 18th century Lichfield was a city of culture but not how great
was its importance or the rather bohemian lifestyle of its literati. We had decided to
put on A Country Fayre as our challenge and matters were well in hand at this point.
We enjoyed a Rose and Shamrock Group Meeting hosted by Longdon WI when we
were entertained by a brilliant busker and fed very well!
April
We learned about Hearing Dogs and the vital role they play in the life of hearing
impaired people and not least were charmed to meet Oakley a delightful little hearing
dog. Members put forward designs for a new Cannock Wood sign to commemorate
our Centenary.
May
Rachel Craven gave a very moving talk on OCD . As a sufferer herself she spoke
movingly on the devastating effect the illness has on patients and their families.
Members and their families enjoyed a Bluebell Walk through the woods of Court
Bank Farm courtesy of the Newton Family.
June
A member of Cannock Chase Museum gave us a talk on the wide variety of exhibits
and activities available there. Jan Danks represented us at the special WI
Centenary Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. She looked very smart and had a
wonderful day. I was fortunate to represent Longdon and my WI at the AGM in the
Royal Albert Hall and had a fantastic and informative day as well as joining with five
thousand members in friendship to sing Jerusalem to The Queen!
July
Steph Taylor and Jane Smith kindly volunteered put on a Members Evening and we

enjoyed The Three Spires Clog Dancers and some delicious food
September
Our speaker was Cathy Coe founded The Pathway Project who provided an in deth
view of the huge task of looking after abused women and their families. The 5th
September was the day of our Country Fayre. County Chairman
Sheila Moulton unveiled 'our' new village sign and then opened our fete. It was a
tremendous success. The village came together to enjoy the stalls, games, displays
and food and each others company and we raised over £3,000 for our Village Hall.
We finished the celebrations by putting on our 'posh' frocks and having afternoon tea
at Penkridge Golf Club on 16th September Centenary Day.
October
This month we heard all about Black Country Ghosts from Ian Bott a great favourite
of ours it being his third visit. We raffled our Harvest Produce . We also attended
Group Meeting at Etchinghill and were entertained by Henry the viii who gave us a
very personal insight into his marriages! Members went on an Autumn Walk at
Courtbank Farm.
November
is our birthday month and we will be going to Beaudesert Golf Club to celebrate and
going on a shopping trip to Solihull.
December
is our Christams Party where we enjoy a convivial buffet supper together supplied by
members followed by Secret Santa carols and Christmas social activities.
Throughout the year we have knitted 100 squares for a centenary blanket, litter
picked and planted bulbs and continued to support local pubs with our Ladies Who
Lunch. A most enjoyable year.

Lichfield and Rugeley Recycling Centres
email: recycling@staffordshire.gov.uk

Lichfield - Trent Valley Road, Lichfield. WS13 6EU
Winter Opening Hours (GMT),
Monday and Tuesday
Closed
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday
9am - 5pm
Rugeley Recycling Centre, Station Road, Rugeley. WS15 2HE
Winter Opening Hours (GMT), Sunday 25 October 2015 - Saturday 26 March 2016:
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 9am - 5pm
Wednesday and Thursday – Closed
Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRCs) will be closing at 3pm on Christmas Eve and
New Year's Eve. All HWRCs Closed: Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year's Day
Please contact the centres for further information

C
CA
AN
NN
NO
OC
CK
KW
WO
OO
OD
D&
&G
GE
EN
NT
TL
LE
ESSH
HA
AW
W

GARDENING CLUB

Welcome
A warm welcome is extended to all members, past, present and future. There is always
an open invitation to anyone to come along to a Club meeting and sample an evening
with us. It costs £2 for an occasional visit, or annual membership cost is £10 per person
per annum. Club members benefit from a discount at four garden centres on production
of a valid membership card. We meet on the second Tuesday in the month in the
Village Hall, Buds Road, Cannock Wood. Meetings start at 7.30pm and tea or coffee
with biscuits is served at the end of meetings, after our speakers have finished their
talks.
Garden and Home Produce Show 2015
Our Show took place in the Village Hall on Saturday 22nd August. It was well attended
by visitors but, unfortunately, due to the rain and unseasonal weather, our exhibitors
had fewer vegetable and fruit items to enter. However, the Home Baking and Preserves
had more entries than ever. A selection of donated exhibits were auctioned off at the
end of the Show. The date for our Garden and Home Produce Show in 2016 is
provisionally set for Saturday 10th September.
Village Open Gardens 2016
The provisional dates for this Cannock Wood and Gentleshaw Village event are the
weekend of 24th and 25th June. If anyone is willing to open their gardens for this two
day event to support the Gardening Club, do please let us know. Gardens do not have
to be 'perfect' as visitors are interested in looking at the different plants and garden
layout/design. We always get good feedback from people, both local and from afar,
who have enjoyed their visits to the various gardens.
Speakers and Topics 2015
Our speaker in July was David Battersby on the fascinating subject of 'Bees'. In August
we had Jonathan Nason as our speaker, advising us on 'Taking Better Pictures in your
Garden'. Brian Wheat came in September and gave a demonstration of planting up
'Winter Hanging Baskets'. Malcolm Dickson was our speaker in September and gave
advice with a slide show about 'Growing Herbs Through the Seasons'. Our speakers for
November will be Stan Griffiths and Vicki Newman who will be talking about 'Cacti'.

Trips and Visits
Several trips and visits are currently being planned for 2016.

For further details of any of the above please contact the Secretary on 01543 682525

…
POLICE non emergency
BT faultline
GAS emergency
ELECTRIC power loss
NATIONAL GRID
WATER South Staffs
Lichfield District Council
Staffordshire County Council
Citizens Advice
AGE UK
SAMARITANS dial 116 123
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION welfare
Hospitals
Burton Queens
Lichfield Samuel Johnson
Stafford
Cannock

101
0800 800 151
0800 111 999
your suppliers
emergency number
0800 111 999
0800 389 10 11
01543 308 000
0300 111 80 00
03444 111 444
0800 169 20 81
0808 802 8080
01283 566 333
01543 412 900
01785 257 731
01543 572 757

CONTACT A COUNCILLOR
Clerk to the Council
Hilary Goodreid 07703 647 883
Email longdonpc@outlook.com
Address for correspondence
Longdon Parish Council
PO Box 17056, SUTTON COLDFIELD. B73 9YL

x
x
x
x
x
x

Funeral
Directors
C.T. and L.
Marshall
Independent Funeral
Directors
Established in 1863
We are a family
company who have
been providing a
compassionate and
personal service at a
very emotional time in
lives of local people for
over 150years.
Lynn is continuing the
family tradition of
providing a dedicated,
professional and very
caring service to the
bereaved and their
families

Available 24
hours –
telephone

We are YOUR council, please talk to us.

Lynn Marshall

The schedule of your Parish Council meetings are;

01543 490 381

8 December, 7.30 pm, WI Hall, Longdon
12 January, 7.30 pm, WI Hall, Longdon
9 February, 7.30 pm, WI Hall, Longdon
8 March, 7.30 pm, Cannock Wood and Gentleshaw
Village Hall
12 April, 7.30 pm, WI Hall, Longdon
10 May (Annual Council) 7.00 pm, WI Hall, Longdon

Or mobile
0789 623 9288

