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Welcome to the Spring 2018 edition of Longdon Life covering Longdon,
Upper Longdon, Longdon Green and Gentleshaw

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Mr Robert Udall 100th
22nd

birthday
February, 2018

Upper Longdon resident Robert Udall
proudly holding his birthday card from
Queen Elizabeth.
Family and friends gathered throughout
the day at his home to share birthday
cake and many happy memories and
stories.
More pictures from this very special day
inside.
Also in this issue, meet EMMA COOKSEY, our new Curate at St James Church Longdon – see P25
BEST KEPT VILLAGE – children’s poster and over 18’s competition see P32 and P33
The articles and comments published in Longdon Life do not necessarily represent the views of the Parish
Council. The decision to print or not to print articles is entirely at the discretion of the Parish Council.
Published by Longdon Parish Council email longdonpc@outlook.com
The Parish Council do not endorse any advertisement but encourage parishioners to support local business.
Editorial and advertising contact Glenys Beveridge email – longdonlife.editor@gmail.com
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A VERY SPECIAL BIRTHDAY FOR VILLAGER ROBERT PHILIP BEAUCHAMP UDALL
On his 100th birthday, Upper Longdon resident Robert Udall receives the veterans
badge presented on behalf of the RAF by Allen Juxon and
a birthday card from The Queen

Robert Philip Beauchamp Udall,
also known as Robin or Bob, was
born on 22nd February, 1918 in Erdington. His parents were Robert
Gordon Udall from “The Limes” Stoke-on-Trent and Phyllis Marguerite Jenkins of Little Aston,
Warwickshire .
A LONGDON STORY
His parents married in 1916 and soon after, they had Robin. They moved to “Gorton”,
Stoneywell Lane, Longdon Nr Farewell. Robin was the oldest child in the family. He had a
brother, Bertram Gordon and also a sister, Phyllis Elizabeth who later married and became
Betty Pyatt and lived further up Stoneywell Lane at Gorton Lodge Farm.
When Robin was young he shared a governess with Ruth Pyatt from Stoneywell. He became
a border during the week at King Edwards School, Lichfield where he developed an interest
in morse code.
His first job was as an office boy at Edward Johns, Armitage, which became Armitage Shanks
and is now called Ideal Standard.
Soon after he started work he was called up and went into the RAF as
a signals operator as he had already passed his morse code exam in
the cadets. All his class passed and were all put on the troop ship
known as the “Duchess of Richmond”.
He spent most of the war in the desert near Cairo and Baghdad with
two other men where they intercepted signals and took bearings for
enemy aircraft which they relayed back to the UK.

A very special pin badge for Robert
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After the war Robert went back to work at Armitage Shanks, where he worked his way up to
Chief Accountant. He met a secretary, Kathleen Amy
Green , there and they married in 1947 and had two
children, Philip and Mary.
Soon after getting married they had a bungalow built in
Upper Longdon, called “Longfield” and Robin still lives
there to this day.
Robert enjoying a moment with his son Philip and
daughter Mary. There was birthday cake and cards
galore including one from the congregation of St James Church, Longdon.

Photographs courtesy Robert Heywood

___________________________________________________________________
MOBILE LIBRARY The

The annual assembly on 25th April at
7.30pm Longdon Village Hall

mobile library will be in
Longdon
outside the Post Office & Store from 10am –
10.30 and then at
Longdon Green from 10.40 – 10.55 on
MARCH 14th

THIS IS NOT A PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING.
The Annual Assembly is an opportunity to
give everyone a voice

The rest of the year dates were not available
at the time of going to press, but you can find
them on Staffordshire County Council, mobile
library web site.

If you want to know the facts about
something, you have heard or seen or you
have suggestions or concerns regarding
the parish, your street, your village, you
can speak at this meeting. All local clubs
can give a short presentation at the
meeting.

This is a great service for the
village – but it will be lost if we
do not make use of it….. and
what a fantastic way to increase and
vary your toddlers reading books

County Councillor Martyn Tittley and a
member of the local Police will be
attending Both who will be giving very
short talk about what is happening locally
and will take questions from the floor.
Be part of it. Ask questions. This is
YOUR meeting.

The more that you read, the more things
you will know. The more that you learn,
the more places you'll go.”
Dr. Seuss, I Can Read With My Eyes Shut
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Small changes make a big difference On Gentleshaw Common .
Its surprising how a small change can make a big difference on the Common. In the
winter of 2016/17 we created a new glade in the woodland off Commonside Road.
The flora below the tree canopy was quite poor with only a small area of bilberry and
bramble growing. We created the glade around the bilberry in the hope this would encourage
further ground flora to grow. In June 2017, the AONB volunteers joined us on a work party and we
created a small scrape within the glade to see if this would encourage further ground flora. It was a
great success and in January 2018 we discovered small pioneer heathers and gorse growing. We
have since expanded this scrape with the work party volunteers and will wait with bated breath to
see what returns.
Figure 1: New pioneer heathers growing on the scrape.
Our Heathlands trainee, Carl, has completed the setup of a fixed point
photography project on Gentleshaw Common. Fixed Point
Photography is a tool that enables us to record and monitor visual
changes within the landscape. It involves taking a photograph, from
the same point, at intervals over a period of time. The photographs are
then compared to identify where, in this instance, if scrub is encroaching on important areas of the
lowland Heathland and allows us to compare photographs over several years to look at the
changing landscape. There are now small round posts dotted right across the Common with small
numbered discs on them. These are the locations of some of the fixed points.
We have had several corporate groups out during the last few months helping us carry out
conservation work. Our latest group from the Defence Medical Services were helping us carry out
scrub control which involves cutting down Oak and Silver Birch Saplings. These saplings if given
time would continue to grow resulting in large areas of Lowland Heathland being lost and replaced
by woodland. The group were using loppers and bow saws to cut the saplings back down to ground
level before treating the stumps with an herbicide to prevent regrowth. The group were fantastic.
A large area of saplings were removed revealing the heathland species below. They will be joining
out regular work party during february so we will look forward to working with them again in the
next few weeks.
What’s going to be happening in the next few months at Gentleshaw Common?
As we head into spring, the work we complete on the
Common will alter slightly. As things start to grow and
birds start to nest we will stop our winter cutting work and
head into full path cutting mode. There are plenty of
bridleways and paths all around the Common for our
visitors to explore and we aim to keep the main ones
open, free from brambles that catch your ankles and those
feisty stingy nettles. We will be continuing with the annual
bracken management to ensure that it does not become
dominant over the heathland as well as cutting some of the purple moor grass in the valley mire to
reduce its vigor. This will encourage wet heath species like bog asphodel and sundews to grow.
If you would like any further information about the work we do or have any queries about
Gentleshaw Common, phone 01384 221798.
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For those of you likely to be holidaying in the French Alps this
winter, sur la Piste, or enjoy yourselves elsewhere in that beautiful
country, our Foreign Correspondent has provided the following
expressions, which may come in useful:
x

Can yow hold the babby?

Peux-tu porter le bébé?

x

Gooin’ all round the Wrekin

On prend le chemin le plus long.

x

Never in a rain of pigs’ puddin’ (It’ll never happen);

x

‘Ta-ra a bit’ A toute (à l’heure) – meaning you will see them soon e.g. in an hour

x

Keep out’ the ‘hoss road (mind how you go);

Ça n’arrivera jamais

Fais attention à toi

x

I’ll end up round the back of Rackhams (I’ll have to start selling myself to pay all the
household expenses)
Je finirai à l’arrière de Rackhams / Je finirai dans la rue à vendre mon corps
[NB - A Birmingham brewery has named a real ale “Bhacker Ackhams”]

Letter from the Editor

We are

Rose & Teal & we are

I would like to send big
THANK YOU to our
feature writers and
contributors to LL. I am sure you will
agree that the magazine is evolving and is
engaging with many more of our readers
than ever before.

&

Really Great Decorators
(even if we do say so ourselves!)
We are BRIAN & MAXINE CRADDOCK,
we live in Longdon and we are proud of
the work we have done in the homes
around the villages.

As we go to press the wind and snow
have disrupted travel and businesses, and
LL will be a week or so late in dropping
through your door. THANK YOU to our
team of delivery people for getting the
magazine to the homes in the parish over
the years and in the future too.

From small rooms to the whole house, we
can help you with colour matching,
colour changing, wall papering, special
designs and so much more.
Specialist interior, exterior painting and
decorating service
Great service and great value!

Together we all make a good team.

Please call us to discuss you needs,
we would love to hear from you.

If any of our readers have ideas for future
editions, please drop me an email or
speak to one of our Parish Councillors.

Call 07592 541396 or 01543 492835
maxine@roseandteal.co.uk
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Welcome
There is always an open invitation and a warm welcome to anyone who would like to come
along to a Club meeting and sample an evening with us. It costs £2 for an occasional visit.
Annual membership is £10 per person per annum. Club members benefit from a discount at
four garden centres on production of a valid membership card.
We meet on the second Tuesday in the month in the Village Hall, Buds Road, Cannock
Wood. Meetings start at 7.30pm and tea or coffee with biscuits is served at the end of
meetings.
Garden and Home Produce Show 2018
Our annual Show is scheduled to take place on Saturday 8th September the Village Hall,
Buds Road, Cannock Wood. There is no charge to exhibit and all classes are open to
residents and non-residents of Cannock Wood and Gentleshaw. The hall will be open to
the public from 2.30pm-4.30pm. Entrance cost of £2.00 for visitors includes tea/coffee, with
cakes available for a donation. Free entry is allowed for accompanied children and for
exhibitors. There will be a wide variety of classes including home grown flowers,
vegetables and fruit. Home Produce including jams, chutneys. Home baking includes fruit
cake, fruit scones, cup cakes and a Victoria sponge to specified recipe. There are classes
for pot plants and flower arranging including flowers arranged in a teacup and saucer.
There will also be some classes for children to enter. These events involve a lot of forward
thinking and planning, plus much preparation on the day so we ask everyone to support us
in any way either with entries in the various categories or by visiting the Show on the 8th
September..
Speakers and Topics 2018
The speaker for our January meeting was David Wood, Master Thatcher, who described his
first foray into the craft of thatching at the tender age of 14 through to starting, the day after
he left school at 16, his seven year apprenticeship. Our speaker on 13th February was
Diane Clement on 'A Garden for all Seasons' and the speakers in March were Richard and
Vicky Fox on 'A Passion for Heucheras';
On 10th April we have Bob Middleton 'Primula and Auricula - their cultivation and
showing techniques'. All members and visitors welcome.
Trips and Visits 2018
We shall be organising three coach trips this year i.e. Spring, Summer and Autumn.
For further details of any of the above, or about joining the Gardening Club, please contact
the Secretary on 01543 682525
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Stay fit and strong… Classes at Longdon Village Hall
STRETCH AND RELAX

No floor work.

Mondays 10.30- 11.30

And YOGA Monday Evenings 7.15 -8.30pm Bring a mat
Just turn up (during term time)

or to make enquiries tel Val 07737272085

Longdon Walking
Group
Longdon Walking Group started in
January three years ago and we are still
going strong! We meet for walks
fortnightly on Tuesdays at 10.30 a.m.
Meet at the Swan with Two Necks car
park. Walks are fairly easy and usually
last around 90 mins to 120 mins and
are either local or car share to
surrounding local areas. No
membership fee – come and join us,
meet new friends and enjoy the walks!
For more information please
contact: Irene 490135 or Lynn 490847

The Birth of the Trench Coat
The Great War introduced a new coat style that became a classic for the rest of the century
and beyond: the trench coat. A need for all-weather coats inspired a new style and fabric. In
London, Burberry patented an all-weather, breathable fabric, a chemically processed fine
cotton gabardine that was approved for military use. The new military style coat featured a
wide collar, extra fabric at the top of the back, epaulettes, and a belt. The trench coat became
a fashion staple for both men and women for the next 100 years.
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At Gentleshaw Primary Academy
We strive to embed a love of learning
amongst our pupils resulting in our
children becoming inquisitive, selfmotivated and confident learners with
high aspirations. By leading exciting and
engaging lessons, with quality teaching, guidance and support,
we aim for all of our children to achieve their potential both
personally and academically.

NURSERY
PLACES
We are very
excited to
announce that in
April 2018 we
shall be
introducing a
nursery to our
school setting. If
you would like to
find out more,
please contact the
school office and
arrange to have a
look around our
school or to
complete a
declaration of
interest form.

We believe that children flourish when
the relationships between school,
parents and carers is strong. Consequently, we place a great
importance upon communication and there are regular
opportunities for parents and carers to take part in their child’s
learning and celebrate success and achievement.
At Gentleshaw we have a highly dedicated team of staff that work
to give our children the best opportunities and experiences. We
offer our pupils a variety of afterschool clubs including: football,
multisport, origami, crafts, school council, ICT, dance and story
club. Our children thoroughly enjoy our clubs and we are proud to
be able to offer such a variety which
changes on a termly basis.
In November our football team made it to
the ‘Small Schools County Finals’. Playing
at St George’s Park, we were incredibly
proud that they came second overall. With
our 3rd place in the County for boccia, we’re
collecting even more trophies!
In December our whole school went to the Lichfield Garrick to see
the pantomime ‘Aladdin’. This was a fantastic event in the run up
to Christmas.

Our governors also work closely with the trust and are committed to working hard for the
benefit of the school and give their time freely in a supportive manner. Our governors are
supportive, whilst challenging us to make further improvement.
If you would like to visit us or find out more, please visit our school website, follow us on
Twitter or contact our school office.

Mrs G Parsons
Headteacher
www.gentleshaw-squirrel.com

Tel: 01543 227 420
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attractive to look at by Annette Johnson.
We now keep the large field behind the
hall constantly mown, which is available to
hirers. Obviously, it could be used for a
large marquee, bouncy castle etc,
particularly during spring and summer. We
also have the added bonus of extra
parking.

Cannock Wood and Gentleshaw
Village Hall Spring 2018
We are in the process of once again trying
to enhance the facilities in the hall. We
have for sometime been aware that the
original floor of the main hall needs
attention. We thought that the whole of it
would need replacing and we were
bracing ourselves for a very large bill.
However, after taking advice it would
seem that things are not as bad as we
thought and it only needs re-sanding,
sealing and polishing. Amazing since the
floor we think is more than fifty years old!
The work will be completed in the very
near future.

If anyone has any comments be they
positive or negative, please get in touch.
Practical ideas of how to make greater
use of the hall, or money-making ideas
are always welcome.
We are at long last making use of the
CPR training equipment. We have ten
mannequins and videos for any group to
use large or small. You do not need an
instructor, just a lap top. It should not take
more than an hour. Christ Church
Gentleshaw, and Gentleshaw First School
have signed together with some Hall user
groups. Please take advantage of this
possible life saving facility by getting in
touch with me to book the equipment.

Hopefully, with this good news we will be
able to raise enough funds to replace all
of our rather weather beaten tables. They
have done us proud and have lasted
many years, and are still useable but are
becoming unsafe to move because there
is the danger that fingers could be trapped
by the legs. We are also getting a new
trolley, which will be a relief to any one
who has tried to stack them.

My thanks as always to the volunteers,
without whom the hall could not function.

Bookings are still holding up well not least
because of the increased use of the
website, which is kept up to date and

Bob Shelley (Chairman). Email:
gentleshaw1@btinternet.com

Parish Council Grants
Please remember that grant applications MUST be received by
the Clerk TWO WEEKS BEFORE a full Council meeting
Grants cannot be made retrospectively
See web site for application details www.longdon-staffs.info
Chiropody Services,
Paul Adams, Chiropodist Dip.Pod. M M Ch.S
Clinic and home visits
Telephone 01543 274166
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Longdon Grange: Part 3 – The Seckhams, World War 1 and the W.I.
The history of Longdon Grange is bound up with that of the South Staffordshire Hunt. Louis Jelf-Petit,
nephew of its builder, Reverend J.L. Petit, was secretary of the hunt in 1896. Jelf-Petit sold the
property, then known as the Brambles, to Francis Villiers Forster, Joint Master of the Hounds, in 1897.
When Francis moved to Lysways Hall in 1922, the fox hunters continued to use the Grange as the
hub of their activities, and it was leased to Forster’s nephews, who were also members of the Hunt.
The Seckhams
The Seckham family moved to Longdon in the early 1870s. Samuel Lipscomb Seckham was trained
as a carpenter, bricklayer, and stonemason, and in the 1860s made
his fortune as a city surveyor and architect. He worked in Oxford,
where he built the Park Town Estate, the Corn Exchange, and
worked on a number of manor houses. He invested wisely, and
became Chairman and Managing Director of the Northampton
Brewery and founded the Northampton Electric Light and Power
Company. Interestingly, he also purchased Bletchley Park, which,
later, famously became the base for the World War 2 code breakers.
Rather than living in Northampton, Samuel moved the Seckham
family to Longdon, renting Hanch Hall from the Forster family. The
connection between the two families would become stronger, when,
in 1876, Francis Villiers Forster married Samuel’s sister, Harriet.
Seckham had married Kinbarra Swene Smith, from Walsall, in 1853.
They had seven sons and five daughters, and the last four of these
children were baptised at St. James’s church, Longdon.
In 1880 Samuel bought, and began renovating, Beacon Place, a very large mansion house in
Lichfield. The grounds are now Beacon Park. In 1889, he purchased Whittington Old Hall. He became
a Justice of the Peace and Deputy Lieutenant and represented Lichfield on Staffordshire County
Council. He made significant alterations and improvements to Christ Church in Leamonsley, and when
he died in 1901, his funeral was large and he was much mourned. Seckham Road, near Beacon Park,
commemorates his impact on the area.
Three
of
Seckham’s
children
had
distinguished careers as army officers;
Bassett Thorne, Douglas Thorne and Guy
Lipscomb Thorne. They were also members
of the South Staffordshire hunt, and regulars
at Longdon Grange.

Basset and Douglas Thorne (4th and 5th from left in middle
seated row) with other officers at Whittington Barracks
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Bassett and Douglas both fought in
campaigns in South Africa in 1900-1901.
Bassett was made Colonel, mentioned in
despatches, awarded the Queens Medal and
created a Companion of the Distinguished
Service Order.
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All three would offer their services at the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, and were involved
with the recruitment and training of troops at Whittington Barracks, particularly with the South
Staffordshire Regiment’s 4th Battalion. The 4th were sent to Jersey to train, with Colonel Basset as
Commanding
Officer
and
Lieutenant-Colonel
Douglas
as
second-in-command.
On 22nd March 1915, Douglas left Jersey
to take command of the 7 th South
Staffordshire Battalion who had lost all of
its commanding officers in trench warfare.
He remained with them for the next two
years as the Battalion engaged in many
major battles in France and Belgium. He
was wounded in June 1917, near the
Belgian village of Wytschaete, during
heavy shelling, and was brought home. He
was awarded a Distinguished Service
Order in 1917 New Year’s Honours.
Lt.-Col Douglas Seckham (centre) leading troops in Jersey

Douglas Seckham retired back to country life, with his wife, Helen Christobel Cairnes, an Irish heiress,
and their daughter, Gillian. The family had a house in Lisnegar, Rathcormac, County Cork, and split
their time between Ireland and Longdon. His brother, Guy, was living in Longdon Green, and, it would
seem that, between 1918 and 1930, when Douglas’s family were in Longdon, they either resided in
Longdon Green or Longdon Grange.
In March 1930, Francis Villiers Forster died, aged 80, of chronic bronchitis. In his will, he left his pack
of hounds to Douglas Seckham, as well as the ownership of Longdon Grange, providing he would
agree to be Master of the Hunt, and so the Grange became the official seat of the Seckhams.
Helen Seckham, meanwhile, became an equally
important member of the village community. She
was very involved with the early years of
Longdon’s Women’s Institute, held several
important positions, and, in 1936, was one of the
four trustees who purchased the Old Forge for
£60, which is still used as the W.I. Hall to this day.
In 1937, Douglas Seckham died suddenly at the
Grange. Although Helen would continue to live at
the Grange for another ten years, hosting garden
fetes in the grounds, and being heavily involved in
Longdon W.I., Douglas’s death marked an end to
the Grange being at the centre of activity for the South Staffordshire Hunt.
Helen died in 1947, and was buried in Seafield, Ireland, close to where her daughter had settled,
Longdon Grange was now empty and put up for sale.

Next time: Part 4 - "The last resting place of Longdon Grange”
Samuel Lipscomb Seckham: ‘Descriptive Articles on Mansions & Country Seats of Staffordshire &
Warwickshire’ by Alfred Williams (pub: Edward Brown 1899 - no longer in print)
Officers at Whittington Barracks by kind permission of www.whittingtonhistorysociety.org.uk
Photo of troops at Jersey by kind permission of Staffordshire Regiment Museum
Photo of the Old Forge from the Longdon W.I. Hall
Gareth can be contacted at: Bumblekyteandbeyond@gmail.com
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Longdon Show
Sunday 9th September, 2018
Put the date on your calendar.

Be part of a great village tradition!

Spring will soon be with us so now is the time for planning
your vegetables, flowers, pot plants, and preserves ready
to show in September.
Also practise those baking
and crafting skills!

Photography Classes will be:
Adults –

Reflections

Juniors – Rainy Days

Monochrome – Shadow

Further details - Martin Sandground 490123
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Members of the public and press are
welcome to attend this meeting. The
Agenda will be published 3 working days
prior to the meeting.
CWGVH = Cannock Wood & Gentleshaw
Village Hall
LVH = Longdon Village Hall

LONGDON POST OFFICE/STORE
11 BROOK END, LONGDON. WS15 4PB

01543 490394

7pm Tuesday 13 March at CWGVH

Free banking & cash withdrawals with
majority of high street debit cards
Order & pay online for your foreign
currency & pick up from here
Most Post Office services available
Pay all your utility bills, & council tax here
One4All gift cards

7pm Tuesday 10 April at LVH
7pm Tuesday 12 June at CWGVH
7pm Tuesday 10 July at LVH

There is always an opportunity for
members of the public to speak at
the meeting. Visitors may stay to
listen to the meeting or leave at any
time during the meeting

Cherringtons Dry Cleaning offer
any general items; 4 for £18
General food,
fresh vegetables, fruits, bread, meats.
household goods, confectionery, greetings
cards, off license for wine, beers & spirits
Amazon Collection at PO opening times
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Longdon Over 60’s Club
Longdon Over 60’s Club had a busy year in 2017. Our birthday party in April
was held at Bridgemere Garden Centre with everyone having time to look
round the Centre followed by afternoon tea.
Two trips were organised. One to the Silk Mill in Derby to view the Poppies
and one to Bletchley Park both of which were interesting and enjoyable.
A ‘Call my Bluff’ afternoon was held in August with two teams competing against each other. It was
a good afternoon and great fun.
A strawberry tea was held at Lavanto which, as always, was a very enjoyable afternoon.
Talks were given by Roger Davis who works for SCC Ranger Service and talked about his role as a
Ranger at Chasewater. In November Glynis Gayton talked about her artisan baker business.
Club Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 2.30 p.m. Meetings are held at
Longdon Club.
Activities involve guest speakers, beetle drive, quiz and outings to various places of interest.
Refreshments are provided at monthly meetings and a Christmas Party is held in December for all
residents over the age of 60.
Membership fee is £10 per person and all parish residents are eligible to join.
For more information please contact:

Sue Carter (Chair)
07779 789590
Martin Sandground (Vice Chair) 01543 490123
Irene Kemp (Secretary)
01543 490135
Jeff March (Treasurer)
07920 741197
PROGRAMME FOR 2018
09 January
13 February
13 March
10 April
08 May
12 June
10 July
14 August
11 September
09 October
13 November
11 December

Beetle Drive
Quiz
‘Barking Mad’ Chrissie Whearat
Birthday Party ~ Coach Trip ~ Masson Mills, Matlock
‘Wearing my other Hat’ ~ Ken Knowles, Town Crier
tba
Coach Trip ~ Wildgoose Nurseries and Ludlow
Levanto ~ Afternoon tea
Boat Trip ~ Llangollen
Glynis Gayton
David, Sam and George ~ Jonathan Oates
Christmas Party
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enjoyed themselves and would love to
have DJ Debbie come again, hopefully
next time doing street and breakdancing !

LONGDON
WOMENS
INSTITUTE

In January we celebrated our 96th Birthday
party, with lunch at Mabel’s restaurant in
Curborough. The food and company was
excellent and everyone agreed it had been
the best way to celebrate our Birthday.

Our
speaker
for
October was Ron
Scholes
whose
subject was ‘From
the Alps to the Pyrenees’, He entertained
us with an amusing and detailed account of
his holiday travels in France and Austria
accompanied by wonderful photographs.
We all agreed that the evening was most
enjoyable.

This has been a good year with loads of
entertainment plus good friends, why don’t
you join us?
Pat Willcox,

Press Secretary

DID YOU KNOW THAT

The Women's
Institute (WI) was formed in 1915 to revitalise
rural communities and encourage women to
become more involved in producing food
during the First World War.

In November our speaker was Peter
Mason entitled Postage Stamp Art. This
talented man explained how he produced
huge pictures of famous, and some
infamous, figures of the 20th century. By
using his own drawings and thousands of
recycled postage stamps, he creates
extraordinary pixelated images which, from
a distance, look like genuine paintings. He
began his career teaching art and design in
Secondary schools in Staffordshire,
Liverpool and Walsall and took advantage
of his retirement to enjoy the chance to
focus on creating these unique works of
art. He explained exactly how he began the
process, and gave the example of a typical
4’ x 3’ work on which he would use about
3,500 stamps and for his larger works
could use over 22,000. His work is
amazing.

From the WI UK website, Editor

Lawn 'n' Order
' You grow, We mow'
Retired businessman continuing
my new venture offering friendly,
dependable and trustworthy
garden maintenance.
Services include: - Lawn
cutting/edging, weeding,
hedge/shrub trimming,
leaf collection

At
our
December
meeting
the
entertainment was by Debbie of DJ Dance
Academy who invited us to ‘Dance from our
Seats’! This proved to be hilarious fun as
we performed to a great variety of funky
dance routines without moving out of our
chairs, who knew you could actually salsa,
cha cha cha, and samba plus many more,
without standing. Everyone thoroughly

Please call Keith
on 01543 491194
or 07823 387949
to discuss your
individual requirements
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Longdon Flower Club
Longdon Flower Club is open to everyone who wishes to learn the art of
flower arranging or simply wishes to meet up with like minded people.
Our resident demonstrator, Hannah from Ivison Florist in Lichfield, inspires
us with her new and exciting floral arrangements each month.
We are a friendly group and would love to have some new members. No experience is necessary as
there is always help at hand for new members and visitors who will be made very welcome.
Outings to gardens of interest are also organised for one of the summer months. In August we
went to the Secret Garden in Great Haywood a real gem of a garden. We were treated to home
made cake with tea and coffee and had a lovely evening marvelling at this interesting garden which
is completely ‘secret’!
Flower Club Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7.30 p.m. in the WI Hall.
For more information please contact Irene 490135 or Carol 490888.

Festive Walk in aid of The Midlands Air Ambulance
The Swan With Two Necks on 27th December, 2017
With such a cold damp and windy morning, I began to wonder if any one would turn up for
this year's walk. I was very pleased to count 27 intrepid and suitably clothed people with
several canine companions ready for our adventure across the local lovely countryside.
Although the going was decidedly soggy and slippery we enjoyed the entire walk in fine if
cold conditions with lots of winter sunshine. We walked across fields as far as Gorton,
returning along quiet country lanes.
We were welcomed back at the Swan with the most delicious soup and bread rolls, all
provided courtesy of Julie and her team.
My thanks go to everyone who contributed in anyway, and special thanks go to all the staff
at the Swan, and of course all those who participated and contributed so generously to
raise the final total of £200
Lynn Marshall

On April 1, 1918, the Royal Air Force (RAF) was formed with the amalgamation of the
Royal Flying Corps (RFC) and the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS). The RAF took its place
beside the British navy and army as a separate military service with its own ministry. The
Royal Air Force Motto - " Per Ardua ad Astra"
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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
Looking forward
It seems that we are in a period of the unknown regarding the weather, one
day it is sunny and bright, the next overcast and wet and then when you
least expect it you awake to snow.
It is the same for life in general, there are many ups and downs, unexpected
disappointments and joys and we all muddle through as best we can. It is
important throughout to offer a helping hand when it may be required, to
be a friend to those in need and to also remember to cherish those we care for but also to enjoy our
lives as best we can.
Longdon and Gentleshaw have many clubs, societies and groups who are pleased to welcome members
new and old, offer support to those who want it and provide company in our community across all
ages.

The annual assembly on 25th April at 7.30pm Longdon Village Hall
is held every year, although hosted by the Parish Council, it is not a Parish Council meeting
The assembly is a platform for ALL the community organisations to spread their word and engage
their fellow Parishioners in what they are about. So please let me encourage you to attend, you may
be surprised at the range of options and what they can offer you or you them.
It is also an opportunity to give everyone a voice, there may be questions you wish to ask of the Parish
Council or the local organisations.
This year we have County Councillor Martyn Tittley and a member of the local Police attending,
both who will be giving very short talk about what is happening locally but also available to
answer any questions you may have.
I hope that your summer is full of joy and sun,
Cllr Gina Duckett Chair, Longdon Parish Council

Jam Club Every week in term time on Mondays 2 – 3.30pm
at St James Church, Longdon on the A51
Jam Club is for babies and tots with their mums, dads and carers.
Play, chat, craft, songs, rhymes and refreshments.
For further detail contact Pam Cherry
01543 490 194

Imagination is more important than knowledge.
Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world
Albert Einstein
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Stop Hay Fever
before it starts

ANTENATAL YOGA
with other mums -to -be

Now is the time to
prevent the misery
and symptoms of Hay
Fever and other seasonal reactions.

At Longdon Village hall
Baby News!

Check out the website
"Hayfever Free"
for an in depth understanding of the
condition and the treatments that
are available.

Since the last issue of Longdon Life we
welcome
Matilda, Finlay, Poppy.

For more information please contact
your local therapist
Lynn Marshall

Ewan Harry, Rory, Kobe and Grace
Louise

0789 623 9288

Sue

CLASSES ARE ON-GOING
(According to demand)
Thursdays 7.0-8.30pm
Enquiries: valpassey@yahoo.com

Qualified

07737272085

Mobile
Hairstylist

Join any time. Pre-booking necessary
The first Midwives Act in Ireland, was
established in 1918.
Midwifery became
legally recognised in Britain in 1902, followed
by a series of United Kingdom (UK) Midwives
Acts in 1926 and 1936. These provided
legislation to ensure that only qualified
midwives could attend births, however many
women continued to seek unqualified midwives
as they cost less.

Longdon Resident

01543 491514
07729 683 646
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THE CHETWYND ARMS
An open letter……
Of the 365 days of last year we used just 6 of them to
hold outdoor music events. Some were fund raisers for
LOCAL charities. The charities were thrilled with the
generosity of people who came from the village/parish
to these events which raised much needed funds.
HOWEVER, there was a letter of complaint, anonymous of course. We also received
an extremely spiteful and nasty unsigned letter complaining about outdoor events in 2016.
We discussed these anonymous and ill spirited letters with Environment Health at Lichfield
District Council, our brewery and local police. Our outdoor events are compliant with all
relevant licenses/guidelines and/or laws, but we are going a little further because we
want to be good neighbours. In the spirit of openness, we wanted to let you all know what
decisions we have made and the reason why.
x
x
x

Instead of holding 6 events, we have planned for just 3 outdoor music events
this year. We have chosen with great care which charities to support and
which, with great sadness, we have had to decline for 2018.
Following advice from LDC we have invested in a sound monitor. This will be
monitored and readings recorded to ensure music is within permissible limits.
All outdoor music licenses will be in place – as indeed they always have been.
Outdoor events will start around 7pm and will finish at 11pm.

The sound of music, people singing and enjoying themselves might carry on the night air
and rest over the village, and so for our anonymous letter writers, we announce our 3
outdoor events in advance so you have the opportunity to make alternative plans or
hopefully to come join your fellow villagers for music and friendship.
JUNE 23rd 7pm – 11pm
THE SAMANTHA MARITZA TRUST MUSIC NIGHT
FEATURING UP AND COMING MUSICIANS AND BANDS
The trust works hard to raise awareness of mental health issues.
FREE entry. Donations and raffle for the Charity.
BY POPULAR DEMAND THE OOMPAH BAND RETURNS
6th July 7pm – 11pm
. Get out your lederhosen and bring your best bierkeller singing
voices
£10 per ticket including food
AUGUST 11th 7pm – 11pm
Come As You Were in the ‘70’s for
Longdon Cricket Club and Wishing Well Anglers Association
HOOKED ON CRICKET SUMMER BBQ GARDEN PARTY
‘70’s Glam Rock live music Tickets £5
Raising much needed funds for both of these local clubs
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The Chetwynd Arms
Upper Way,
Upper Longdon
01543 490266
Where proper home
cooked food, a blazing fire
and a warm welcome
await you

Restaurant Open
Wednesday to
Saturday 12-9pm
Sunday 12-5pm
Full Sunday
Roasts available

We have regular ales, and very well kept too. They are Wainwrights, Pedigree
and Golden Glow as well as a guest ale to interest and maybe surprise you.
Come and try our
GIN BAR
and keeping up with the
latest trends from London
our new
RUM BAR.
REGULAR LIVE MUSIC AND
EVENTS, SEE OUR FB PAGE
FOR DETAILS
thechetwyndarmsupperlongdon

Join us for a warm by the
fire, and glass of
something good.
Family friendly,
dog friendly. Walkers and
cyclists welcome,
EVERYONE WELCOME!

For those lovely Spring afternoons and early
evenings enjoy a drink in our Beer Garden
and catch the warmth of the sun before
coming inside for a warm by the fire.
Corporate Meetings, Group Meetings
Use our private room with FREE WI-FI
Monday or Tuesdays
Lunchtime or evenings
For details call Nicola 01543 490266

The Chetwynd Arms
57 Upper Way, Upper Longdon WS15 1QB

01543 490266
On the edge of beautiful Cannock Chase
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LONGDON VILLAGES COMMUNITY GROUP
Raising funds to support the community
2017 was yet another busy year for the Longdon Villages’ Community Group….
We successfully held our first family quiz in March, another regal Picnic on The Green - this time for
The Queen’s 65th Coronation celebrations. In July, we teamed up with St James Primary Academy
School to host the Summer Fayre and in September, the second Villages’ Pet Show which once
again included a variety of village dogs, bearded dragon, rats, chickens, rabbits, fish, and a beautiful
billy goat! Finally, at the end of the year, we hosted Christmas Carols on The Green with support
from Paul & the team at The Red Lion pub followed by a fabulous family pantomime ‘Dick
Whittington & his Cat’, funded by generous sponsorship from a village member - a huge thank you!
This was our 5th Community year organising events with many local villagers attending to join in
with the various entertainment - hopefully we have provided something appealing for all ages!
Thank you to those people that help organise and pull such events together and to all our local
visitors that attend and support our good work.

2018 is now fully underway and so is our calendar of exciting events we hope to hold for the local
Communities enjoyment:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Monthly Coffee & Chat every 3rd Thursday of the month
Village Quiz - Friday 16th March
Royal Wedding Celebratory picnic - weekend 19th / 20th May tbc
Village Duck Race - May date tbc
Pet Show - Sunday 1st July
Summer Fete - July tbc
St James Christmas Fayre - November tbc
LVCG AGM - 23rd November
Carols on The Green - Friday 7th December
Villages’ Christmas Pantomime - Sunday 2nd December

Please keep a lookout on the local Village Notice boards for further information and come along to
join in our fun events!...
The aim of our group is to bring about more Community cohesion by organising village events and
raising funds to help support local organisations and residents. We meet monthly at one of our three
local pubs for a social hour of discussing ideas and planning events. If you feel you could help the
group and / or have any ideas for Village events, then please contact:
longdonvcg@gmail.com
Joan Fox 01543 493539

Sharon Bedlow 01543 491932

We would love to hear from you!

Wendy Neary 01543 493623

LVCG Secretary - Sharon Bedlow
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Longdon Club & Institute (the Club)

Then & Now!!
At the end of WW1 Sir Villiers Forster and Lady Forster attended
the Parish Council meeting in May 1919 with a proposal to build
a parish room as a Memorial Hall for those who fell in WW1, and
to celebrate the victory they won.
This was agreed and the Memorial Hall was built in 1919.
In October 1919 Tod Jones and colleagues asked Sir Villiers if they could form a workingmen’s club
to use and manage the Memorial Hall for the villagers and village groups for recreation, education,
and social cohesion, and for it to be self-supporting. This was granted and in
January 1920 the Longdon Club & Institute (the Club) was formed.
During its 98 years the Club has carried out that remit, and continues to serve the community
interests. Among its output was raising proceeds for the WW2 “War Comfort Fund”.

& Now...
The Club continues to provide a variety of exciting activities with new ones being added –
watch the Notice Boards, Facebook, Club’s Website!
Members (currently many more than 100) like the relaxed ‘family feeling’ in the Club and being part
of their own organisation to enjoy its facilities including:
* fully stocked bar with competitive prices!
* full sized snooker table, pool table, darts and dominoes
* Sky sports for football & other sports; selected on demand
and free access to all regular activities and most special events.
More members are very welcome – the subscription for 2018 is only £5. To join contact –
Jeff March (Secretary) on 01543 255949
Regular activities...
* Bingo with prizes every Tuesday, 8pm.
* First Aid courses, dates as notices
* Quiz Nights, dates as notices
* Snooker league, details from the Club
Special events booked (more being arranged – watch the media)
* Saturday 10th March – Psychic Night with Andrew Dee (tickets £8, members discount)
* Saturday 17th March - Stoney Road Acoustics Band
* Saturday 21st April – Jeeps Band
Village Picnic venue, re Royal Wedding
* Sunday 20th May –
Village Groups. The Club and its facilities, main room, bar, and side room, are available to village
organisations for meetings or get togethers. Similarly for family functions (birthdays, christenings,
weddings) the Club is an excellent venue with its easy access and large car park.

Come, Join, Enjoy – ideas welcomed
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A little black notebook . . .

An article sent to us from Robert Heywood

Wartime records tell us that, 33 nautical miles south of Malta on the afternoon of Tuesday 22 nd
January 1918, the German U-boat SM U-63 torpedoed and sank its 62 nd and 63rd victims.
So, what connection might such a snippet of 100-year-old history have with Longdon .?
Only that a request from our Longdon Life editor for ‘anything with links to100 years ago & WW1’,
led me to remember a notebook diary and copy of St John’s gospel which my grandfather,
John Mann, had carried in his RAMC battledress pocket throughout those war years . . and which
are now in Longdon because I somehow inherited them . . .
The diary records his sailing from Egypt on 17 January 1918 aboard the 4,239 ton steam ship
Anglo-Canadian . . . On the 22nd, he became another statistic amongst U-63’s torpedo sinkings . .
and his scribbled diary notes describe things as they happened: “asleep after dinner; woke up with
explosion; got on top deck; all confusion; boat torpedoed” followed by “Waiting orders” and “Another
one gone - Manchester Spinner” ( the U-boat’s 63rd victim). Then, “Lower our own lifeboat. 26 men
in it owing to other lifeboats being smashed”. From that lifeboat, he was later rescued by a trawler . .
. and I particularly like his notes about that: “On trawler; Trawlers crew exceptionally good – made
hot tea for all of us; Jolly good chaps - crew of trawler” . . . .
The rescuers took them to Malta where, amongst other diary entries, I am intrigued why the note for
Sunday 27th “Survivors go to Church” is followed by “Monday; confined to barracks” . . ?
(U-63 went on to sink 9 more Allied ships before being surrendered on 16 January 1919 and broken
up at Blyth in 1919-20).

23

Longdon Life Spring 2018

Churchyard Gardening

At St James Church on the A51

If you have time free and are able to come
along and help keep your local community
churchyard tidy the team (known as
Ground Force) would be delighted. In
recent years a great deal has been done
to keep the area from being overgrown
with ivy and brambles. Many of the old
vaults and monuments have been cleared
to reveal their inscriptions. Of course
regular tidying up of dead flowers off
graves and keeping the paths mown are
also carried out by the team. This is all in
addition to the work done by our main
grass cutter, Dennis.

Summer time!!!
Messy Church will be 4pm -6pm again
from March. Hope you will be able to join
us again for Worship through Crafts,
Activities, Song
Paint, Glue, Create
Bring your friends! Suitable for all ages
Just turn up or if you need more details
contact us at
messy@stjames-longdon.org

Our last session of 2017 fell on Armistice
Day and at 11am we downed tools for two
minutes silence …a poignant moment
whist our bonfire was hissing and
cracking…

We have new regular dates of the first
Saturday of the month and third Friday
of the month
The dates appear in the calendar on the
back page with a contact number. Just
bring along some gloves and you favourite
tools. Refreshments are an important part
of the morning and are provided
Please join us anytime between
9.30 and 12.00
It’s a tranquil place to spend a while.
We were awarded Silver in the Best Kept
Churchyard Competition last year. Help
us to make it a gold award this year.
Ground Force co-ordinator.

Sat March 16th 4pm
Sat April 21st 4pm
Sat June 16th 4pm
March 31st On Easter Saturday Messy
Church will again be making the Easter
garden. Join us in the morning around
10.30am for creating and planting.
NOTE Sat May 19th No Messy Church
(Royal Wedding Village Picnic)
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St James The Great, Longdon
In July we shall be welcoming our new Curate, Emma Cooksey, to the
United Benefice. Emma will be serving us for the next 3 years as a full
time stipendiary minister, and will be living in St James vicarage with her
husband John and their son Harry.
Please pray for Emma as she completes her theological education at
Queen’s College in Birmingham, and as she prepares to live and work within our community.
Emma has written the article below to introduce herself:
My name is Emma Cooksey and I am going to be your curate in the United Benefice of Christ
Church and St James the Great! I currently work as a Quality
Manager in Birmingham for a company who manufacture
medical devices to diagnose different types of cancer whilst
also studying part-time at Queens Foundation Theological
College in Birmingham.
My husband, John, works as a Sales Executive for a
company in Burntwood. Harry, aged 9, loves football and
playing on his Playstation. John and Harry regularly go to
matches at Walsall football club.
In my spare time, I enjoy knitting and crafts.
As a family we love going for walks in the countryside,
trying to spot wildlife and visiting National Trust properties.
Our favourite holiday destination (including Buster the dog)
is the Lake District.
We currently live in Wednesbury but we are thrilled to be moving to Longdon and Lichfield,
especially discovering new walks in the surrounding area.
I am very much looking forward to serving the parishes of Christ Church and St James the Great
during my curacy, and I am especially eager to get to know you all once I am in post at the beginning
of July 2018. John, Harry and I are looking forward to worshipping at both churches and being a part
of the local community. We can’t wait for our new adventure to begin and we are very excited about
what God has in store for us during our time at Longdon and Lichfield! Looking forward to meeting
you all soon
Emma, John and Harry Cooksey (and Buster the dog!!)
Easter Service at St James
Maundy Thursday, 29th March

7.30pm

Holy Communion

Good Friday, 30th March

9.00am
10.00am

Holy Communion
Walk of Witness

Easter Eve, 31st March

7.30pm

First Communion of Easter

Easter Day, 1st April

8.00am
11.00am

Holy Communion
Family Communion

You are very welcome to join us at any of these services
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Longdon Cricket
Club Report

We have a few more fundraisers
coming up this year so please save the
dates and come along,

A new season is
nearly upon us and
we have just started pre-season training,
where we will be getting ready for
another year of enjoyable cricket
games. Hopefully the dull weather will
reside soon and we will have a summer
full of sunshine!

Our annual village
match day will be
back on Saturday
21st July,
so please come along for a great
family day out.

Last year we had a successful year, we
managed to beat most of the bad
weather and get games in most
weekends. With our midweek and
weekend fixture list almost full we are
looking forward to another successful
and enjoyable year starting in April, we
will be welcoming some new teams
along the way this year as well.

We will once again be teaming up with
the fishing club to hold 2 events…
BBQ and live music event
@ The Chetwynd Arms
on Saturday 11th August
and we will be bringing back our
Halloween Extravaganza
@ the Village Hall on
Saturday 27th October

A big thank you to everybody who
came out and supported us last year and
also attended our fundraisers, our
village match day was as per a
successful day for all and it was great to
join forces with the Fishing Club to put
on a Halloween fundraiser.

so keep your eyes peeled for further
information on them in the near future.
Here’s to another successful season and
a warm summer!

As you may or may not be aware we
are currently in the midst of losing our
ground, which has been our home since
1899. We are in the process of trying to
source a new ground and will hopefully
have something to announce in the
coming months, that is why we are very
grateful to everyone who supported us
last year especially with the fundraisers
and also the fishing club as all the
money raised will help towards a new
ground and securing the future of
Longdon Cricket Club.

If you’d be interested in getting
involved in the cricket club we are
always on the look out for new
members - both playing and nonplaying so please feel free to get in
touch with me on 07852513608 or
tlbonser@aol.com.
Thank you for your continued support!
Tom Bonser, Captain
Longdon Cricket Club
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To those of you that don’t know, we
started our fishing club in October
2016 with just a hand-full of locals
chatting over a pint after we had
driven a 40-mile round trip for a days’
fishing and decided that it would be
nice to have our own water local to
Longdon so that we could have some
fishing on our own door steps.
So, roll on 12 months and we have
three stretches of the River Trent and a stocked pool and over 30 members!
The growth of the association has been down to a great bunch of like-minded locals that
have been prepared to do some research and graft on stretches of water that had been left
to become over grown and under used.
Last year we teamed up with Longdon Cricket Club and put on a fund raiser for both clubs
in the Village Hall that was a huge success, that not only raised much needed funds for
both clubs but also bringing together over 130 villagers for a great social night!
This year we are joining forces again and putting on 2 social events, the 1st one is on the
11th of August at the Chetwynd Arms with live music and a BBQ and the 2nd another
Halloween bash at the Village Hall with live music and food so make a note in your
diary for what promises to be a couple of cracking nights of entertainment!
Looking forward to the year ahead we will continue to keep the quality of fishing and venues
to the same standard as well as being on the lookout for additional water, and we do have a
few spaces left for the 2018 season if anyone fancies wetting a line !
More details on the association can be obtained by calling myself on 07970834378 or
calling in at The Chetwynd Arms where there is an up to date notice board.

Tight lines!

Jez Johnson Chairman Wishing Well Anglers Association.

AND NOW….
How many fish can you name beginning with the
letters of your name?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

JUST FOR FUN……
How many cricket terms can you name?
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
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TEENAGE VOICES
By SCARLETT ANGEL
Youth Editor

Setting Goals & Achieving Them
There’s an old saying we’ve all heard before; ‘New Year new me’. We set goals like ‘to eat
healthily’ or vow to follow mantras such as ‘positive mind, positive life’. As cliché as these
resolutions sound it’s a spur of motivation that we cling onto when the mid-January craving
for chocolate kicks in. These little reminders can spur us on to resolutely strive towards
achieving our goals and to capitulate against the beloved junk food.

EAT ME!!

However, sometimes it’s inexorable to resist that extra hour in bed,
and when we do give in we can beat ourselves up and abandon our goals entirely. New
Year’s Resolutions are a double-edged sword. The feeling of letting ourselves down even
slightly is enough to make some of us forget about resolutions and instead settle back into
the comfort of not having a risk of failure: yet it can also be the boost we need to carry on.

Rather than seeing January as the make or break month, view
it as a tester month; see if running really is your calling, test whether life is actually bearable
without a few sweets, practice getting up that hour earlier, but if it is really isn’t what suits
you then don’t just banish the idea of achieving your goals all together- just find another
way around. We become so focused on sticking to our initial resolution that we forget that
we can change them and try again the next month.
It’s not ‘January resolutions’ it’s ‘new year’ resolutions, which means you have the whole of
2018 to work towards what you want. Whether the road to success is smooth, or it takes
you till June to master the art of a morning run, come December 31 st if you can look back
and see even just a hint of progress then it’s been worthwhile.

If you would like to see a topic discussed in TEENAGE VOICES please write to Scarlett at
Longdonlife.editor@gmail.com with the heading Teenage Voices
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1st LONGDON GUIDES
longdonguides@hotmail.co.uk

My name is EMILY WORTH
and I am a Young leader with 1st Longdon guides.
Last Year I was lucky enough to be selected to represent Staffordshire on an
International Guiding trip to Iceland (August 2018) I’ve been busy fundraising for
the last 8 months and last October “The Red Lion” asked my Guide group to help
run a Pumpkin Carving contest. We had a great day and all the girls, and the staff
got involved in the fun.

The giant pumpkin that I’m leaning on, you may recognise from being a
winner at the Longdon Produce show late last year. It was a challenge to
carve out the 8-stone pumpkin but with the help of friends and family I
think he turned out brilliantly with his big smiley face.
I’ve still go a bit more fundraising to do so we might run a Duck Race in the
Village later in the year, when the weather warms up. So please come out and
support me and 1st Longdon Guides. Thank once again to everyone who
brought a raffle ticket from the Longdon Guides last Halloween.

EMILY WORTH - Young Leader
1st Longdon Guides meet on Thursday 6.30-8pm term time at James School, Longdon.
Come along or email for more information longdonguides@hotmail.co.uk
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LONGDON VILLAGE HALL
Business as usual, again, for the Village Hall – the committee is more than happy with the
regular and occasional bookings and are pleased to see that the fish & chip wan on
Wednesday evening is being supported.
We hope we have addressed the problem of the heating by replacing the lock on the boiler
cupboard. However, we would ask that the lock, timer and settings are not interfered with, as
it impacts adversely on others, as well as burning money unnecessarily.
The next project for the committee is the planning of the remaining phase of the
hall’s refurbishment, and we are meeting with our architect to consider the
options for enhancing the space in and around the building.
All this illustrates that the current management committee is
firmly committed to the continued success of the hall. However,
the committee is quite small and could do with additional helping
hands. We appreciate that everyone (including ourselves) lead
busy lives, but if you could spare an hour or so to help with this
community asset, it would be gratefully received.
Because of the way we manage the hall, the tasks aren’t onerous, and as a committee we
meet only a few times a year. We are a very friendly and convivial group, so whether you’d
like to take an active part in the committee, or just be a ‘friend’ of the hall, we’d like to talk to
you. My contact details are below.
Thanking you in anticipation.
Neil Vyse, Chairman. Tel 493088

IN THE NEXT EXCITING ISSUE OF LONGDON LIFE
Our memorials to The Fallen in St James Church
A new feature by John Shand - The Tudor Pagets of Beaudesert,
ancestors of the Angelseys
The conclusion to the fascinating historical account of Longdon Grange by Gareth Evans
Deadline for submitting articles and club reports for the Summer 2018 issue is MAY 25 th
Advertisements quarter page £10 Half page £20 Full page £40
Email longdonlife.editor@gmail.com
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COACH HOUSE
CATERING

CREATING FOOD WITH LOVE AND PASSION FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
OR DIVERSE DIETARY REQUIREMENTS,
Wedding, Parties, Functions, Business Meetings, Private Dinners catered

We offer a Meals on Wheels service for all dietary needs and we can tailor the menus to
suit individual choices. Contact us for an informal, no obligation chat to see if we can help
you or someone you care for.
DO YOU OFTEN WANT TO BUY A GIFT THAT IS DIFFERENT AND SPECIAL?

We arrange local cookery classes; £45.00 half day or £80 full day
Or how about a gift voucher for a Private Catered Party in your own home to
celebrate a special anniversary, or birthday or just to say ‘I love You’
For further information and prices without obligation
please contact me, John Watkins on
coachhousecatering@hotmail.com

Or telephone 07748648242

John Watkins RIPHH British Guild of Master Chefs Honorary Member
The Coach House, Brook End, Longdon, Rugeley, Staffordshire WS15 4PB
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BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION 2018
It's that time of year again when as a Parish Council we shall be making 2 separate entries
into the Community Council of Staffordshire BKV Competition – namely
UPPER LONGDON and LONGDON with LONGDON GREEN.
We will be competing against other villages in the Lichfield/Cannock Chase Area.
Having been awarded 3rd PLACE in 2017 for both UPPER LONGDON and
LONGDON with LONGDON GREEN I would like to think WE could ALL, as
residents in our beautiful villages, make it our aim to improve on our past
achievements and help bring the title back.
A panel of Judges will make an unannounced visit to each village ONCE in
MAY & ONCE in JUNE and judge certain features, namely
*BKV Publicity & Awareness
*Children's Poster Competition
*Condition & Presentation of Content displayed on Notice Boards inc.details of local
organisations
*Church surrounds/Burial Grounds/Seating/Benches
*Community Buildings and their carparks
*Public Houses
*Telephone Boxes/Bus Shelters/Seating Areas and Village Signs and Features
*Large Public Open Spaces/Greens/Playing Fields
*Private Gardens/Kerbs/Adopted
Flower Tubs
*General Cleanliness and Community Effort
DOG FOULING - remember it is an offence not to pick up your Dog Poo & dispose of
it responsibly in provided Dog Bins.
The MAY & JUNE marks are aggregated and the villages with the highest marks go forward
to the Area Finals - which are judged again in EARLY JULY and the best then go forward to
the County Finals which are judged in LATE JULY.
PLEASE DO ALL YOU CAN TO HELP US WIN THE TITLE(S)!!!!
Councillor Ann Fullwood

CHILDREN’S POSTER COMPETITION
Our local primary schools will be contacted by Cllr. Ken Taylor for entries to the BKV
Poster Competition. We won THREE categories last year!
Let’s keep up the good work.
OVER 18’s COMPETITION
This year there is a competition titled ‘The Spirit of the Best Kept Village’ where
submissions can be paintings, sketches, prose, photography, poetry.
Details and entry form on the opposite page
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE

This competition is open to entrants over 18 years of age. Submissions can be
paintings or sketches, photographs, poetry or prose or a combination of these.
Community Council of Staffordshire
Best Kept Village ‘THE SPIRIT OF BEST KEPT VILLAGE’ Competition 2018
Sponsored by David and Jim Owen
Name ______________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________ Post Code _______________
Email _____________________________________________________________
Would you like the entry returned after the competition? YES NO (please indicate clearly)
This reply slip should be attached to each entry and returned to BKV Working Group, c/o
Community Council of Staffordshire, Suite 1A/1B The Whitehouse, 3A Chapel Street,
Stafford.
ST16 2BX by 1st June, 2018
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Longdon Friends of St. Giles Hospice
I am pleased to say that 6 cheques value £8,181.25 have been forwarded
to the Hospice in 2017. This now increases the total raised from the very
beginning of the “Friends” group to £271,932.12.
The Christmas coffee morning held in December
raised a fantastic total £860.00. Many thanks to
everyone who helped, donated and came to
support. Moving to the Village Hall provided more
space and comfort for friends.
Our next fund raising evening is our ever popular
4 course Indian Banquet at “Must” on Tuesday
13th March. No change in price, still £14.95 per
person. Tickets are available from Must or myself.
I would be grateful for raffle prizes and items to be
auctioned.
There will be other fundraising events to come but dates need to be
confirmed. If anyone has any ideas, I would be pleased to hear from
them.
Bucket collections – awaiting details from the Hospice but if anyone is willing to help I would
be extremely grateful.
I have received the washing up rota, if you can spare 2 hours on a
Sunday lunchtime would you please contact me.

The village hall has been booked for the Christmas event on 2nd December 2018. I know
that it is a long way off, more details will be put on the notice boards around the village
nearer to the date.
I would like to remind you that your subscriptions are due to be paid, no changes have been
made, £2.50 for a single person and £5.00 per family.
Thank you to everyone who supports St. Giles Hospice and if you can volunteer or help in
any way please do not hesitate to contact me any time.
G. Crowe, Chair
Mobile :

Contact - Home : 01543 491760
07944 089681
E-mail:
gcoaklodge@gmail.com

AGATHA CHRISTIE one of the world’s best selling authors volunteered for The Red Cross
before publishing her first novel in 1920
Source www.redcross.org.uk
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Funeral Directors
C.T. and L. Marshall
Independent Funeral Directors
Established in 1863
We are a family company who have been providing a compassionate and personal service to the
bereaved for 155 years.
Lynn is continuing our family tradition to ensure you and your family are provided with a dedicated,
professional and very caring service at an extremely emotional time.
“W
When you need someone to turn to and help you carry out the last wishes of your loved one, or to
help you to plan the funeral you know they would want, please call me, anytime, day or night,
sincerely, Lynn Marshall”

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

01543 490 381

Or mobile 0789 623 9288

Horse drawn funeral carriage available
St James The Great, Longdon
Revd Jan Waterfield
01543 410751 or 07905 539 111
Email: janwaterfield@
blueyonder.co.uk

Christ Church, Gentleshaw
Revd Lynn McKeon
01543 670739
Email: lynn.mckeon@ btinternet.com

ALWAYS DIAL 999 IN AN EMERGENCY SITUATION
POLICE non-emergency

101

GAS emergency
0800 111 999
ELECTRIC power loss dial your suppliers’ emergency number
NATIONAL GRID
0800 111 999
WATER South Staffs
0800 389 10 11
Lichfield District Council
01543 308 000
Staffordshire County Council
0300 111 80 00
Citizens Advice
03444 111 444
AGE UK
0800 169 20 81
SAMARITANS
dial 116 123
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION welfare
0808 802 8080
Hospitals
Burton Queens
01283 566 333
Lichfield Samuel Johnson
01543 412 900
Stafford
01785 257 731
Cannock
01543 572 757
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Scribble box
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Village Diary please send event details to

2018

valpassey@yahoo.com

For inclusion in the diary

Mar
13th
15th
16th
16th
17th
30th
31st

Parish Council Meeting
Coffee and Chat
Ground Force
Village Quiz
Messy Church
GOOD FRIDAY Walk of witness
Messy Church Makes Easter Garden

7pm CWGVHall
LVCG Memorial Hall
9.30 at St James Churchyard
tbc
4pm at St James Church
10am starting from church
10.30 am

1st
4th
4th
7th
10th
16th
19th
20th
21st
25th

Easter Day
Coffee Morning
WI My mother was a ‘Bizarre’ girl
Ground Force
Parish Council Meeting
Yoga restarts
Coffee and Chat
Ground Force
Messy Church
Annual Assembly

10.30 Levanto, Upper way
7.30pm WI Hall
9.30 at St James Churchyard
7pm WI Hall
7.15 at the Village Hall
LVCG Memorial Hall
9.30 at St James Churchyard
4pm at St James Church
7.30pm Village Hall

Val Shand 492662
Diane 490427
Graham 490681

Wed

2nd

Diane 490427

Sat
Tue
Thur
Fri
Sat

WI Sticky fingers-ice cream night!
Ground Force
Parish Council Meeting
Afternoon Tea
Ground Force
Royal Wedding Celebratory Picnic

7.30pm WI Hall

5th

9.30 at St James Churchyard
7pm WI Hall
2.30pm at 30 Upper Way
9.30 at St James Churchyard
LVCG

Graham 490681

WI Janis Lomas-"Not quite Downton"LONGDON OPEN GARDENS
‘Thank you for the Music’ Exhibition in church
Parish Council Meeting

7.30pm WI Hall
Diane 490427
2-6pm Throughout the parish both days Allen Juxon 490418

16th

Messy Church

4pm at St James Church

messy@stjames_longdon.org

1st
4th
7th
10th
11th
20th
20th
21st

Pet Show
WI Margaret Clarke-"Are you Averil?"
Ground Force
Parish Council Meeting
Coffee Morning
Ground Force
St James Church Barbecue
Annual Village Match Day

LVCG
7.30pm WI Hall
9.30 at St James Churchyard
7pm WI Hall
10.30 22, Church Way
9.30 at St James Churchyard
7pm The Bothy, Borough Lane
Cricket Club

Joan 493539
Diane 490427
Graham 490681

1st
8th
11th

WI Garden meeting
Coffee Morning
Summer Fundraiser Chetwynd Arms

Tbc
1 Old Barn House Mews, Hilltop
Cricket Cl and Wishing Well Anglers

Diane 490427
Val Shand 492662
Tom 07852513608

5th
8th
9th
11th
12th

WI John Cooper-the life of a paramedic
OPEN DAY and History at the church tbc
PRODUCE SHOW
Parish Council Meeting
Coffee Morning

7.30pm WI Hall
10.30- 5pm At St James Church
Village Hall
7pm CWGVHall
Park Cottage, Church Hill

Diane 490427
Val Shand 492662

3rd
12th
27th

Coffee Morning
Harvest Supper
Halloween Extravaganza, Village Hall

10.30 am 57, Brook End
7.30 pm Village Hall
Cricket Cl and Wishing Well Anglers

Val Shand 492662
Janet 01889 584119
Tom 07852513608

Tue
Thur
Fri
Fri
Sat
Fri
Sat

Joan 493539
Graham 490681
Joan 493539
messy@stjames_longdon.org
messy@stjames_longdon.org

Apr
Sun
Wed
Wed
Sat
Tue
Mon
Thur
Fri
Sat
Wed

Val 07737272085
Joan 493539
Graham 490681
messy@stjames_longdon.org
Christine 07712 384855

May
8th
10th
18th
19th

Val Shand 492662
Graham 490681
Joan 01543 493539

June
Wed
6th
Sat / Sun 9th
/10th
Tue
12th
Sat

7pm CWGVHall

July
Sun
Wed
Sat
Tue
Wed
Fri
Fri
Sat

Val Shand 492662
Graham 490681
Val Shand 492662
Tom 07852513608

Aug
Wed
Wed
Sat

Sept
Wed
Sat
Sun
Tue
Wed

Val Shand 492662

Oct
Wed
Fri
Sat
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